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BNSF'S HISTORY SETS PRECEDENTS 
FOR 21 ST CENTURY 

T he course of US. history was forever 

changod some 150 years ago, when 
steel aacks were laid alongside the routes of 
cacde nails and waaon ualns. The fever for 
owning Land .• fueled by the desilt co tap the 
West's uncouched riches, was of epidemic 

proportions. There was no stopping the 
waves of settlen 6:om the East. plus mil was a 
neces.ity for the booming catde ttade. The 

western railroods helped realize the American 
dream, reshaping bo<h the country's Land· 
scope and its entire socio-«<onomic S)"tem. 

The forefathen of the Burlington 
Northern and Sanra Fe Railway were 
dreamers, coo. They reccgnized that not 

only would railroods bo the catalyst for 
settlement and growth of the West, but that 
transoominenral ttalns were needed to open 
coast-co-coosc comme~. The legacy of 
men like Cyrus K. Holliday, builder ci the 
Santa Fe Railway, and James J. Hill, founder 
of the Great Northern Railway, was the 

development of an entilt region of the coun· 
try, thus, assuring the nmne of a nation. 

Today, the BNSF Railway, created 

through the Sept. 22, 1995, merger of 
Burlington Nonhern Inc. and Santa Fe 
Pacific Corp., builds on the traditions of 
Its hundreds of predecessors while providing 
customer& more single-line service options 
to more markets with shoner access routes 

and huter tranSit rimes. 
BNSPs reach covert tbe weseetn two­

thirds of tbe United Srares as well as pottions 
of Canada and key Mexican gateways with 
some 34,000 route miles. While tbe me<ger 
created, in a ltgal sense,lhe nation's newest 

railroad, It combined some of the moot stoned 
names and events in the industry. 

Many of the some 390 BNSF predecessor 

railroads were considered among the 
industry's most successful and innovative. 
They carried mail to connect with the Pony 

Express, introduced rail cars <quipped ro 
sort U.S. Mail eruoute, and were the Ant 

to operate the printing telegraph and to use 
ttain tadio and cenaallzed traffic control. 

BNSF predecessor& wen also leaders in 
equipment modernization, introducing 

The Zephyr (America's first diesel-electric, 
streamlined passenger train) and developing 

the nation's (ll1( vista-dome car. More 
~ntly. the predecessors helped the United 
States create tbe host grain logistics system 
in the world, and pioneered the develop­

ment of me intetmodal business and the 
use of high-horsepower AC (alternating 

current) uaction locomotives. 

The oldest of the BNSF predecessors were 
bo<h founded in 1849: The Aurora Branch 
line (which would eventually grow inro the 
OUcago, Burlington & Quincy-CB&Q), 
and the Pacific Railrood of Missouri (a portion 

of which would become the St. louis-San 
Francisco Railway,or"Frr..co"), Another 10 

yean later, the Atchi.son, Topeka & Sanra Fe 
Railway (Sanra Fe) took root in Topeka, Kan. 

The Santa Fe was built along the "Trail 
of Faith," the route of commerce known,.. 
tbe Sanra Fe Trail The raUroad was consid· 
ered by many to bo just the over-ambitious 

dream of Cyrus K. Holliday, whose vision 
was to see the Santa Fe extend to Chicago, 

St. louis, Mexico, San Francisco and 
Galveston, Texas. Holliday's legacy was a 

railroad that endured, evenrually metging 

withoraequlrlng 
more than 70 

ocher lines. The 
tailway and the 
Southwest were 
synonymous, and 
today irs pioneer 
spirit enduses in 
BNSF Railway. 

The youngest 
predecessor in 

metger of flve railroads: the CB&Q; the 
Great Northern (ON): the Nonhem Paciflc 

(NP): the Spokane, Portland & Seartle 
(SP&S); and the Pacific Coast, a small 

regional railroad. In 1980. che Frisco was 
added co the BN. ln many wa)~. the creation 
of BN was the realization of cmpilt builder 

James. J. Hill's dream of a cranscontlnenta! 
rai !rood connecting the East ro the Pacifoc 
Northwest. But the merger to create BN 

tool< severalattempu and more than 7 S 
yean< to realize. Even th~ the BN was 
young considering the life spans of most 
American railroods, it still carried fO<WOrd 
tbe innovations and traditions established 
by the more than 300 railroads it comprised. 

It grew up during a time of great economk 
and regu.latory change and growth, allowing 

it co build upon the entrepreneurial spirit ci 
its predecessors. 

With the passage in 1980 of the Sraggen 
Act, which panially deregulated the railroad 
industry, BN was che firu in the industry co 

organiz.e its marketing depamnent into 
bus~ units to Improve focus on major 
rra.ffic lines. Deregulation brought with it 

innovarion and creativity. Santa Fe de'·eloped 
the first land-bridge container train, linking 
Asia with Europe wing Sanm Fe and Penn 

the BNSF family 
<tee was the 
Burlington 

Northern 
Railroad (BN), 
which was created 

In 1970 with the 

111< 8""""""' Nonh<m ond S..U. F< Roor...., oo'"'""lws f., beyond cwn ~ .,....x.. '""""' 
qf ~ {oon<lm qf BNSPs ~. """"c <I<""""" ...,.do.., of~ Urul<d S..... "' •.U 
.. c.n.dco ond M< .... 
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The BNSF Railway Network 

-- BNSFli""' 
~onal()onnec~ 

O:ntrnl (now CSX an<l Nonolk Southern 
through the purchase of Conrnil) lines. 

In the 1980s, In rosponse to rising energy 
an<l inventory carrying """"• Ughtw<Oiglu 
alloys an<l plastics began displacing the 

bulky, heavy ma~rlals mat rnilroods trndi· 

tionaUy hauled. Also. as manuf..crurers 
wanted materials moved to assembly lines 
and finished products moved ro rerail outlets 
"jU$t in time,• they required faster. more 
frequent, on-time deUveries. These new 
demands played to the ~tm~gths of trucks 
and the weaknesses of railroads. 

8o<h BN an<l Santa Fe, however, would 
help lead the rail industry's dfort to eapnmo 
a gre11ter share of this market with service 
!hat would hamcos the strengths of both 
truck an<l rail •• intermodal. 

In 1978. Sonia Fe buUt 'Fuel Fcik:r.;,' artic­

ulated IO·unit spine cars for long·dlstance 
intermodal service. In !990, the company 

entered a partnership with).B. Hwu, the 
1\r.;t such partn=bip be-.o a railroad 

an<l trucking firm, which led to Santa Fe's 
p~mineocc in the inteJIOOdal busme... 

Meanwhile, BN had opened intmoodal 
hub ceme.,., which coruolidated hundreds of 

piggyback ramps at snategic locations. Hub 
cen~n enabled railroads to combine the 

volumes of trailers and con[ainers n~ry 

ro jumfy dedica~ and scheduled imermodaJ 

trains to compe~ with aU-highway moves. 
lntermodal was just one of the businesses 

pioneered by BNSF predecessors. In the 

1970.., BN began laying the fouodation for 

the nation'• most Important new fuel source 
for generating electricity; low-wlfw ooaJ fiocn 
the Powder River Basin (PRB) in Wyoming 

and Monmna. Not only w-., PRB coal 
lower in cost, It burned more cleanly, thus 
was better for the environment. PRB coal 
later gained mornenrum with the federal 
Oean Alr Act an<l irs emission standards 
for coal-frred electric planrs. 

To help haul PRB coal, BN became the 

first North American railroad to make a 
comm.itment to AC~traction locomotives 
In the early 1990s. Santa Fe had already 

helped advance new locomotive standards 
in the l_ate 19805, when h:nprovemencs were 
made in cab design. 

To help m3nage and improve servic.e, 

BN opened a Nerwork Operations Centc:r 
(NOC) in March !995, ushering in a new 

age of rnilroading with the induscry's largesr 

and most advanced real·rime operation• 
control center. In the room the site of a 

football field, train dispatche.,., locomotive 
assignment desks, crew planners., and 
opetatioo.s managers electronically "see" 
and manage trains 24 hours a day. 

While the NOC was still under 
constnK.'tion, negotiations had begun on 
a merger agreement between BN and 

Sanm Fe. The merger of the rwo on Sept. 22, 
1995,created BNSFRailway, the largest rail 
network in North America at that t ime. 

Yes, BNSF has come a long way since 
the Aurorn Brnnc:h was organized Feb. 12, 

1&19, built upon borrowed equipment and 
operating on rail laid with secondhand 

iron. From these humble beginning>;, the 
life of BNSF has spanned more than a 

century and a half, much of its growth 
owed to the pioneers who challenged the 
boundaries-whether they were economic, 

environmencal, technological or regulacory. 
Today, BNSPs community of more than 
40,000 employees is carrying forward the 
entrepreneurial spirit o( its forefathers as we 

push into the 21sr cenrury. 



BNSF's PREDECESSORS 

CHICAGO, BURLINGTON & QUINCY: 
A RAILROAD KNOWN FOR MANY FIRSTS 

From iti humble stan, it is un1ikely that 
any of the Aurora, Ill., businessmen 

founding the Aurora Branch Railroad in 
1849 could have envisioned the fledgling 
COrpot(ltion evolving inro Burlington Lines 

-the largest of&rrlingr<:>n Northern's 
pn.-docessor railroad.< with nearly 10,000 
miles of track extending fron' the Great 
Laloo. to the Rocky Mountains and from 
Montana to the Gulf of Mc~ico. 

The Aurora Branch was laid with 
second-hand scrap iron spiked to 12 miles 

of wooden rails, obtained from the Buffalo 
& Niagara Falls Railroad at a bargain 
price after the New York legislature had 
outlawed their use. 

Aurora Branch Sees fir$t Service 

On September 2, 1850. the flrst train 
chugged its uncertain way over six miles 
o( newly built Une from Batavia to Turner 

Junction (now Wesr Chicago), switching 
to the tracks of the Galena and Chicago 
Union RaUroad which had been complct· 
eel to Cl\icago the year before. As neither 
secondhand cars or 1ocom0live had 
arrived from the East, <he rrip was made 

with equipment borrowed from the 
Galena line. Burlington thu.11 became the 
second railroad to serve Chicago. 

Une Bought by Boston Investors 

Progress over the next two decade.s was 
rapid, aided largely by a group of Boston 

inve<ron who bought the line in 1852. 
By 1864, the railroad had 400 miles 

of rrack- all in Illinois - and adopred the 
name Chicago, Burlington & Quincy 

Railroad Co. (CB&Ql. which properly 
described Its '"ckage werching ro 
Burlington, Iowa, and Quincy, Ill., on the 
Mississippi River. The name also had stay· 
ing power. for it lasted I 06years until the 
Burlington Northern merger in 1970. 

The Burlington. as it came to be 
known, completed its own line from 

Aurora to Chicago in 1864, and the 

following year had the distinction of 
operating the first rmin into Chicago's 
newly opened Union Stockyards. 

John Forbes Forges CB&Q System 
Burlingron's rapid expansion after the 

Civil War was based on .sound financial 
management, domin.ared b~· John MuJTay 
Forbes of Boston, who in tum was 
assisted by Charles E. Perkins. Perkins 
was a powerful administrator who eventu, 

ally forged a sysren> ou< of previously 
looeely held affiliates. virtually tripling 

Burlington's size during his presidenq• 
from 1881 to 1901. 

In an amalgamacion of 204 railroads, 
two were particularly outstanding: The 

Hannibal and St. joseph Railroad Co. 
(H&St. J) and the Burlington and 
Missouri River Railroad Co. (B&MR). 

Promou:d by imporwnt t:itizensaL 
each end of the route- including Mark 
Twain's futher, john M. Clemens­
Hannibal and St. joseph's construction 
began in ISH and was completed in 1859. 
The railroad brou8lu mail across Missouri 
co connect with the Pony Express, 

introduced in 1862 the first railroad car 
equipped for sorting U.S. Mail enrou1e, 
and during the Civil War was constantly 
harassed by C(lnfedcrate raider<. 
Afttrward, it became an occasional target 
of Jesse )ames and other train robbers. 

The H&St. j also sparked the begin· 
nin,g of Kansas City as a r;_til center and 
gateway to the SouthweSI. In 1869, 
under the direc-tion of engineer Octave 
Chanute, che company completed the 
first bridge over the Missouri River. 

The B&MR was incorporated in 
1852 to build across the Slate of Iowa. 

Operations began over the t.rst few miles 
of t"'ck on New Year's Day 1856. The 
road reached Onumwa by 1857, and 
was completed to the Missouri River in 
November 1869. From the beginning, the 
line had flMncial help from Forbes and 
his Bosron*New York group of investors 
because it provided a natural westward 
extension of the rapidly building Ca&Q 
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which in curn was a feeder for the 

Forbes-owned Michigan CenU'&l. 
In 1868 the Burllngron completed 

bridges over the Mississippi both at 

BurlingtOn and Quincy, giving the railroad 
thwugh connections with the ll&MR and 

H&St.j. 

Close ties between the Burlington and 
the H&St. j were temporuily severed in 

1871, when jay Gould and his New York 

allies secured con=! of the Missouri line 
as a pawn in bitter race wan and shifting 

alliances. Traffic interchanges with the 

Burlington remained so important. 
however, that by 1883 Perkins was able 
ro reacquire the: line: and it became an 
integral part <>f the Burlington system. 

While the B&MR was still building 

westward, plans were made for an exten· 
sion Into Nebraska. A separate company, 

Burlington & Missouri River Rail Rood 

In Nebraska, was formed in 1869. O..ring 

the summer of 1870 it reached Lincoln, 
the newly designated capital of Nebrnska. 

A junction with the Union PaciAc at 

Kearney was achieved in 1872. 

Line Completed to Denver in 1882 

By the time the Missouri River bridge 

W'dS opened at Plattsmouth in 1880. the 

B&MR in Nebraska hod pu<hed into 
western Nebraska. The value to the 

CB&Q of the westernmost feeder was now 
established and, in 1880, the Nebraska 

line was purcha$ed outright. In 1882 the 
line was completed to Denver. pro\•iding 
tbe Mile High City with its flrst direct rail 

route to Chicago over a single railroad. 
As Burlington rails were pushing 

westward, other segments were built in the 
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The Oldest BNSF logo 
Proll®ly one o£ th.e most 

familiar and Wlchaoging 
American corporate rrodemarl<s 
is the simple rectangle CB&Q 
trademark emblazoned wi.th the 
words "Burlington Rooce.• The 
block flrst appeared as early 1lS 1880 in 
advertising, and in 1884 the Board <>f 
Directors adopted a resolution outlining 

Midwest, notably links roSt. Louis and Rock 
bland. The ld"" ofb<lilding north ro the 

Twin Cities abo wa5 gaining momentum. 
Northern PaciAc hod reached Pugct 

Sound, ]omes ]. Hill hod eonnecred his 

forerunner <>f the Great Northern with the 

Canodia.n Paciflc. and it became apparent 

that extension north-westward would put 
Burlington in a position to handle grain 

and lumber south, while moving coal and 
manufactured products ro the north. 

In l885. lines ~,~r•ere exce:nded from 

Ortgon, 
Illinois (on 

the Chicago & 

Iowa Railroad) 

8nd nonh from 
Fui<On (on the 

«>utc from 
Sr. Louis) ro 

Savanna, 111.: 

then north· 

ward along 
the Mi.ssissippl 

River, reaching 

St. Paul in 1886. 
More railroad building eventually gave 

the Burlington a main line from s,, Louis 

and Ka ..... City through St. joseph and 

Lincoln to Billings, Mont. O..ring this 
same period, the Burlingron either built or 

acquired a network of branch llnts over 

the rich 3{!ric.ulcural rtgions of northern 
lllinois, southern Iowa, northern Missouri 

and souLhea>tem Nebraska. 

Agriculture Aggressively Promoted 

Throughour the years, products from 
fanns and ranches were essential t:o the 
CB&Q, and the company became known 

its style ~nd wOfding. The flm 
symbol carried the legend 
"Burlington Route•tndistincrive 
lettering rhru remained constant 
over the 1·ean. The directors 
specified that the letters would 

be whire on a blac.k block, encompassed 
by a narrow white line, with a black line 
outside the white. 

as a "Granger Road." Burlington 

representatives worlced dos<ly with 
farmers and ranchers, and as early as 1854 

the railroad advised prospective settlers 

on what crops could be successfully raised 
in Missouri. Alfalfa was introduced by 

the railroad as a commercial crop in 

Nebraska in 1875. Crop and S<ock 
improvement, irrigation and soU 

conservation were aggressively promor;ed. 
Through seed and soil exhibits, poultry 
special and livestock trains, the 

Burlington helped bring the most 
advanced agriscience direcdy to the 
furmer. Burlington often would employ 

former$ at itS shops during winc:er 
months unrll they were able ro establish 
their furtw and attend them on a 

full-rime basis. 
Congress granted the Burlington tracts 

of land in Missouri. Iowa and Nebraska 
to promote expansion and settlement. 

To attract settlers, che railroad employed 

as many as 250 agents in the eastern U.S. 
and in offices in England, Scotland. 

Sweden and Germany. From 1870 to 

1880, Burlington sold over two million 

acres of land to some 20,000 people. 

While Alling our its cerritol')', the rnil­

rood aho was improving technologically 

with heavier rail. more powerful locomo-­

tivesand larger cars. ln 1886and 1887, 
Geotge Westinghouse conducted air brnlc.e 

tests on the grade •t West Burlington, 
Iowa, inventing the triple valvt. His 

device perfected the air brake and brought 

it into unive·rsal use. 



Burli_ngton built its first cimber 
preservation planrat Edgemont, S.D., 

in 1899 and opened a research laborarory 
at Aurora, Ill., In 1900. 

The tum of rhe oentury witnessed f.tr· 
reaching change< in management of the 

Burlington. The death of Forhes in 1898 
symbolized the end of an era. For 47yean, 

he had guided the company's finances, 

serving as a director for the last 41 years 
ofhis llfe. At the end of February 1901, 

Perkins resigned as president, although 
continuin.g as a director. 

Hill Set$ Value of Tie with CB&Q 

Meanwhile, in Sr. Paul, James). Hill 
was shifting stmregy. Frustrated in his 

attempt to consolidate the Great North.em 
and Northern Pacific in 1896, he now 

sough1 a common connection tO tht East. 
In 1901, the main lines of the two 

Northerns terminated at the Twin Cities. 

Chicago, however, not Minn~polis or St. 
Paul, was the railroad capital of the nation. 

Hill observed: "'The hest traffic of the Gr<3t 
Northern and Northern Pacific is the 

COlton and pmvlsions west and the lumber 
and timher <3Stbound. The llf<Ot rrovisions 
cenror> are Kansas City, St. Joseph, Omaha, 
Chicago and St. louis, none of which are 

reached directly by the Grear Northern or 
Northern PacifiC. The Burlington lets us 

into all these districts and commercial 
centers over better lines and with bette[ 
terminals than any other road." 

GN/NP Jointly Purchase Burlington 
In 1901, theGN and NP jointly 

purchased 97.2 percent of the CB&Q's 
srock, paying $200 per share. 

Hill, as alway>, WO> seeking balanced 

traffic for his syStem and helieved coal, 
minerals, livestock and agricultural 

prndu<:e from Texas and Colorado could 

he exchanged for importS from the Orient 
and timher and othe.t productS available 

from the Pacific Northwesr. The Colomdo 
and Southern (C&SJ and Fort Worth & 
Denver (FW&DJ lines provided routes 
from Cheyenne, Wyo. and Denver south 

ro Fort Worth, Dallas and the port cities 

of Houston and Galveston. Wir:h a link 
from Cheyenne to Billings, Mont., Hill 

would have a tldewater·to-tldewater Une 
ftom Puget Sound to the Gulf of Mexico 
and a diAgon.al rransconrinentalline 
throush America. 

Acquisition Provides Line to Gulf 

With this in mind, 70 percent of r:he 
C&S and FW&D stock was purchased 

by the Burlington in 1908. A year later, 
construction began extending the Billings· 

Kirby branch southward through the Wind 
River Canyon to a connection with the 

Colorado & Southern east of Caspet, 

Wyo. B}' the time rhe major extension 
was completed in 1914, Great Northern 

had built into Billings and both Northems 
had direct connections with Denver and 

the Gulf. 
Hill was perhaps the first to envision 

this "land bridge• route hetween the 

Pacific and the Gulf, and had it not been 
for the Panama Canal, and the Panama 

Canal Act of 1914 which forbid canying 
materials between the Gulf and Hill's 

sr.eantShlps In the PaeiAc Northwest, the 

line mat• have prospered more chan ir did. 
AlwaY" anx.ioos to employ the laresr 

rechnology, Burlington operated t.he flrst 

printing telegraph (a forerunner of rhc 
teletype) in 1910, and in 1915 was the 
flr>t mil road to use rrnin radio, urilillng 

a transmitter locat(,..od at Rivcrs1de, Ill. 

Communication "'ith rrain$ WM achJeved, 
but the need for a telegrapher on board 

the train made the devise impractical. 
Train radio hecame a reality In 1943 when 

aircraft 111di06 were wccessfully adapted 

to train operations. 
In 1927, the Burlington was one of 

the fl~t to utili~ centralized traffic 

control and by the end of 1957 had 
equipped I ,500 miles of track for r:hls 

advanced type of signaling. 
Perhapo Burlington's hest known 

achievement took place in 1934, shortly 

after the railroad inttnduced the Pionee.r 
Zephyr- America's font diesel·powered 

streamlined passenger train. lr:s high-speed 
di0$el·eleetric propulsion system was the 

forenonner of thousands of diesds which, 
In the span of a few short years following 

World Wa1 II, replaced steam locomotives 
on virtually every rallroad in the country. 

Pioneer Zephyr E.•<ahlishes Record 

On May 26, 1934, &rlingron stllged 
one o( the greatest transportation events 

of the Thirties- a I ,000-mile rec.ord· 
breAking, non-stop run from Denver. 

Colo., to the World's Fair on Chicago's 
lake ftont, where the Pioneer Zephyr 

climaxed the "Wings of a Century" 

transportation pageant. Bulletins had 
heen broadcast throughout the day as the 

train streaked through villages and cities. 
Ar 8:09 p.n •. , the Pioneer Zephyr rolled 

............. <i """"'"""~ <!8"""-~ ... ""p"""' Z<l>/>)'. - ...w.! J()f .... P<' """''""'MaJ ..... 
193i. TN"""" i1 .. ,.....,...., ~"' """""; .\1""""' <i Sd<N. twodi.W...,. 
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'Tlltjra ~· J-.. ....... _......,.._ ,........., "S.et Du-w.'" .,_. ............ ,_ 19f.SGIII., TH110.0 
~ 1lt car •••,...... tit« nl. u fiWitiN ~ IIIIClPf tt'm,...,. 

onto the srage anJ hedlam l>rolcc 1<'<-.sc. 

A world's long·dmnnce rec:onl had heen 
set. and rhc ··ah~e or Jocscl-elcctnc 1'<1" tr 
was flnnl)' esmblt.sheJ. 

ln rtportmg the run to h1J ~ohr«COI'$, 

president Ralph BuJJ empha~lre.l two 
f.JciS! rhe f\oel c<>•< fur the 1.000-onolc trop 
wtos $ 14.()'! ond the ho~:he«t >~>eeJ nttnlneJ 
w:os 112.5 miles per hour. In a noouhell. 
ec.nm>mynnd 'peed llecnone the hn•l• for 
che coming revolurion m mllroodlng. 

lkorllngr<">n'< flr<t freight ,!lesol> were 

purchased In 1944, and 95 percent of liS 

opernuoros • ·ere dieseli:ed by 1953. 
In 1945,llurlonljlon cre-•oed Am.-ric<l't 

flllil Yista-dorno car. In 19SO,ir ushered in 

the age af modem commortol\jl. bnngong "' 
Oucago Amenca's r,,... doo.obk.Jcck. 
sminl-Siechul,.m,;,ncquo('lncl'lt. In 1952. 
llwiongton bccaniC the firv molmod oo 

compl<'!oly dtcsdur • <uhuotm sm...,.,. 
An aJI • ..,... o.:n, . .,. Zeph!Tenttmi ocna 
ben. ...... O.ICI2i> anJ o.:n, ... -Col<>noJo 

Srring; Ul 1956 .nl hruu!:ill "'"'" onothtr 
r.ulroodong firs<. the Slunlkn:cach n,..., 
ec<>Mmy \Jeerong en.-; pnwoJeJ ,._._ 

for coach ~for tlllly a small 
oecuponq dUO!!"-

Whol< the r.lllmoJ wa; omrm• 11\g 

p-dSSe~ ~rvw:c.o. (r~e~ht nanspon;,uum 
was alio b.:ong moJcmo:cJ. The )MilOt 

Galesburg, Ill .. ""' <quipped \\lth 
dectr.-,..pncumauc rel\lr«rJin 1931. In 
1942, co m~t su,kJcn 1ncr~ m troffec, 

a .sc:e:ond hump Ylm,l "''" htnlt. To m.uch 
these mciloues. the Lincoln, Neb .. ynrd 
was convened tn hum1, opcmrlons in 

8 

19+4. The car·buildmg shop was movcJ 

from Oaletburg to Havdock (loncoln), 
Ncb., In 1943, and the loc<'moti\C shops 

;u Wot tkerHngtun were t::xranJed 1n 

1946 to 111ke care af hoavy rc.paus to diesel 
lnc..,mm•v~. 

Motor Tramport Sub•idiory FonncJ 
lkulington establisheJ u bus and 

truckln~ ;ub:oidlury in 1935: the (onner, 
known us Burlln~lon Tmilways, was sold 
In 1946. TI1c tru<king operation was 

exp:u"Kicd (u uvcr I O.()(X) route milo. h 

nlso ;•arr ocopottod on poggyback traffic worh 
the pruent company .. early"' !940. 

In 1958. the railroad modcmlzed it.> 

damficauon 1...N at Cicero (O.ocago) 

m3)tong h u niOdcm. cl.ctronic f.Jcility. A 
new hogh.le•·d broJge """ coruauct..l m 
1960"' Quoncy,lll,to oq>lacc a 9Z·rear· 

old <pan. Earl in, m 1954, llurl it~~tton 
completed 71 mola(l( new lone in irs 
~ntcnnlal cutcll'b<'!ween Brooldl<ld 

and Maxv•dl. Mo .. pr<WidlJ11l a """" 
Jorect route"""'~ 0.telj!O and Kansas 

Ctt} trat"""'l" and shoncnong the route 
bj u--.,r 20 mol<S. 

In 1958, llurlin!,'lon also ~unoru:cd 
rnolmod rctngcr•um tcehnoqua by U>tng 

foon>«<·on·pL>ce polyurethane to onsuL11e 

rniknr< The new proc""' proJuo:o:d the 
6tr~t. mnsr eftlcient 1n:.~oL.ued ca~ 1n 
Amcnca ~md. m many c:.•SC5-. tlrom~ucally 

lower«! rmrupormtion costs. 

A laJl!<. three-track doesel mamtc· 
noncel\.ocllo(y wns built at Lincoln In 
1964. Soon nfter It opened, the f.Jeility 

was «!rvlcing over half of Burlington'• 

morlvt: pow·er flett. 

BurlmliJton's u!ile of comptncq., "'h1ch 
5GUted In 1957. was gmdually ex(<lnd<d 
and b)· 1967 w.u functiooing on o "real· 

ume'" baslS. A mu:~-a,·e S)"$ttm was bualt 
ben.·een 0.1Caj!Oand Loncoln ml966. 

Agency Vant Anc>IM. C B&Q ' Fi,.r' 

In 1967. S.orlingtoo l>oolmcthe flm 
raalrDild co use direct servK:e \':lN. ~ 

offica.on-wloeels enabled the rnolroo.k to 
di.,conttnur ~t">n )UU(:tures on nuln('f'OIU\ 

lnocho, )'t:t lllll'"" e SCIVIGC by having 

4j.'elll$ go JlTtCtl) to shoppeT olftecs. 

In 1967.jtrOUnJ was broken (or a ne" 
autom~t•c clft.)Siflc;lUOn yard t.H N"rch 

Kansas C1ry because Kan~1s Cary \\":lii 

such an impormnt tmfflc gacewny on 
the llurlington. 

On Mnrch 2. 1970. Chocago. 
Burlington & Quincy Rail rood Co. 

became part uf Burlongron Northern Inc .. 
mcrgeng With Northern l'ociflc. Orcon 

Norrhcm, nnd Spokane, Port lAnd and 

S.atLlc molway•. 

Th.l~......,_ fjiOri<ko., olv """"'.-.!"' • C'lk9Q 
tllmrruu.tr ~ km!ft UNrm. Sra.~IIOfl 0t1 a 1~• "'" w 
lummt Mtadtr1! "'"'~" ~I« lit tM U.S b.op ~n 
19$0 ""'"B.....,.,. .,.,Jd,.ud or.. /mo ,.., ...... ~ . 
diJ~dondrmt MC'Ik'Q£o('tJJrmurJm, Tlko '"""'bclrt 
.,....... ... w /"" oolv ""''JWfydkk'~f<J., J9S1 



BNSF'S PREDECESSORS 

THE FRISCO: 
A BATTLER AND A SURVIVOR 

T he srory ofthe Sr. loo>is-S•n 

Francisco Railway Com~ny-known 
for more thao 8 century to Its nud~South 

nt:!ighbors as th~ Fri5CO- is a narrarive of 
battles 3$3hur long odd.• and of odoprnrion 

ro changing circumsrances. \Vharever else 
it may have been. the Frisco was a survivor. 

The srory begins in 1849. when me 
PaciAc Railroad of Missouri was chartered 

by rhe Misootori legislacure ro build a line 
from Sr. Louis almost due w .. t ro the 

Mioouri-Kansas border. 
ltW'dSjuly 1851 before work ocruolly 

began on rhe PaciA.ci ar rh.at dme the~ 
wen: no mil roads wesr of the Mississippi, 

and none had reached it from me east. 

Even before me fmt 37-mile stretch of 
the l'xifrc was completed In 18;2, the lcglsla­
rure authorized consmJCtioo of a branch line 
to leave the moin line at Fraoki.Io. Mo.. (oow 

Paci6c) •md run soomwest wSpringfteld and 
rhc Indian Territory botder. 

Backers Had High Hopes 

damage ro both the South· Wesc Branch 
and its parent PaciAc. Bom were bankrupt 
by w-..r's end. 

They W<!fe sold to General john C. 
Frcm<')nt, th.e nOted e:xplnru and ~-in-lAw 

of Missouri Senator Thomas Hart Benron. 
Fremont - woth his Washington, D.C 

influence - \\las abl~ l O ob[ain a federal 

franchise and land gram in the name of 
his Atlantic & Pacific Railroad (A&P) 
for extension of the Sou.th· West Bmnch 

to San Francisco along me 35th Paralld 
.survey rout(. 

However, he was considerably les.i 

wccessful in actually laying tmck. and 

in 1868 the South 
Pacific Railroad 

Com~ny acquired the 
line from che stare of 
Missouri. 

South-West 
Branch E"cended 

land gram through rhe Cherokee Natioo. 
The government sided wim the 

Ch.rokccs in the dispute, and the A&P's 

end o( rrack remained at Vinita unrilthe 
p.•nic of 1873 drove rhc Atlantic & 
Pacific imo bankruptcy in 1875. 

September 1876 $3W flnaloejXIration 
of d'IC~ Pacific from its sourhwest branch, 
which W'dS purchased by the newly orga· 

nized St. Louis & San Francisco Railway 
Compan)•, soon {and permanently) nick· 
named the Frisco. Along with the uack 
co Vinita, the Pris<:o acquored the A&P 

franchise and land grnnt, and for a shon 
time the Golden Gate seemed in sight. 

There were high hopes for the South· 
Wesr Bmnch as ir was called, it< bACkeD 
believed ir would be extended lnro Indian 
Territory ro the 35m Parallel, along wh.ich. 

a railroad route to San Francisco was even 
then being surveyed. 

The South Pacific 

extended the mrwhile 
branch to Lebonon, 

Mo., ln 1869 and on 
through SprlngAeld to 

Pi•rce City, Mo .• in 

1870, and grading was 

A <)l>i<ol-..-""""" ""c/ '~ --· fnla>/197 ""'*"""bud< lo 
1880 {<w"""" """""FanS.... JG.n. w ~.Mo., •loll. IN ..ohod...., 

The money rrouble< that h.ad delayed 

the scarr of c.onsrrucrlon DI'I rhe Pacific 
cau«d a similar delAy for the South-West 
Branch, and it was june 1855 before 

cc:m.~tnJction began on what would 
become the nucleus of the Frisco system. 

Once begun, work proceeded rapidly. 
and the onset of the Ci\•il War found the 
railroad completed to Rolla. Mo., aboot 75 
miles southwest o( Franklin. There the 

terminus remained throughout the war. 

Marauders Created Havoc 

TI>e rMraudlng bands ofbu.<hwhackers 
and jayhmvkers thac terrorized much of 
Mioouri during th.e war did considerable 

Mo-e ..... """ """"" c., .. "''""""'· 

completed to Seno-ca, Mo., on the Indian 

Territory border that same year. 

In 1870, the South Pacific's line came 
once more under control or the Atlantic 

& Pacific, which had retained control 
of Fremont's St. Louis-San Fnmcisco 
franchise and his land gmnt as well as 

control of the Pacific Railroad of Missouri. 

Construction by the A.&P p~eded 
ropidly.ln 1871. the line was completed 

beyond Sen= to a junction with the 

Misoouri. I<:arnas& Te""' (MK&T) 
Railroad's norrh~sourh line at Vinita in 

Indian Territory, as A&P off'ocec> tried to 

persuade fedeml officials co abrogare a tteaty 
with the Indians and give the railroad its 

Santa Fe Railway Gains Control 

Bur rhe Native Americans successfully 

continued ro block survey and consm.Jc-­

ti.on work on the line, and the Santa Fe 
Railway acquired control of the Frisco 

about 1879. The Santa Fe was able to use 

cbe A&P franchise and mosr of it< land 
grant to build Santa Fe's own line from 

Albuquerque to California. 

In rhe late 1870s. Frisco built a line 
wescward from Pierce City to Wichita, 

Kan., to connect with Santa Fe ·s main line. 

The early 1880s saw the Frisco headed 
sooth from Monett, Mo., with a line 

through the Boston Mountains of 
Arkansas co For< Smith, through the 
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Cllocmw Nation 10 PariJ, T=s. and a 
conne<:tlOn with d~e S..nta ~·s h~ to 
Da.lbs and Fon Worth. 

Tnmcootinental o-m Ouhed 
Frl!co was able to ut.nd ics aaclc.age 

from Vinlta to Sapulpa. Okla., just west ci 
Tulsa. in die early 1880s. Tho dream cia St. 
louis-Sen Ftrocllro tllll\l(ll)!\rlnerual bad 
boon dashed, but Frl>co hnd b<gun cltveleping 
the western reach .. ol'lt:S sysrem inro their 
Anal form. 

Expansion of the Fr!Jco S)'$t<m ground 
to a halt ln the la« 'SO., and Frisco was 

finally swept into bankruptcy along with 
the Santa ~ in the mld·l890s. It was 

r<Organu..l on 1896 as tht St. louts & 
San Ftantisco RailfOIIId Company. 

Woth .-pniza110n came~ual B. 
F. Yoolrum as gen<ral manager; he was to 
strv< the Frisco ov<r the next 20 years as 
general mon1111er, president and chairman 
of the boord. lAo ring h11 administration 
Frisco would double In sit< and nom lu 

eyes from th< w .. , Coast to th< South. 
Yookum eomemplated • sy><em !hot 

would llflWI the oencrnl ste<lcn o( rh< 
country from O.icaao and die Twin Citi<s 

Denison, T<XM, and puoclw< 
cia 58-mile line from 
Sherman tO Carrollton. 
Texas, near Fort Worth. 

Perbapo the key 
additlcn o( 1901. howe\·tt, 
was thelong·<enn I <aS< by th.< 
Frisco o( the Karuas City, Fon 
Scott&. Men1phls Rail~<ay 
Company'• line from Ko""'' 
City Mlutheost through 
Springfi<ld and Memphis 

f1£Jto ~~~~ ioMmatl\'(f ltW'Tt Mlfltd ll{ltf famow Mrm, Jncbdmc: 
Coook..U (dbooot), O...t Fl<<t, Ool,.,r For, ond Cion..,.,., ~ -"' o( 
fomwr Frixo~O....A.trJ. 

<o Birmtnaham. Alo. 
WO<k on that hne wos 

begun !hon.ly aft<r the Co vii War by 
the Kamas&. Necoho \IIIIey Railroad 
(K&NV), which planned a hne south 
from Ka,.. C.<y thfOUih Karuas, Indian 
TerritO<y and TexiU 10 the Gulf o( Mexico. 

Chanute Guided Tracldaying 
Corutruelion proetcded slowly un1il 

1868. when the K&NVi """"were 
acquired by the Mi...,uri River, Fort Scott 
&. Gulf Railroad (MR.FS&G), and Octave 
Chanu« - builder of the Hannibal Bridge 
actQS5the Missouri 01 Kansas City­
b.came the line's chief engineer. 

Under Olanute, aaclcs 

through tr.lins from Kansas City to 
MemphiS just t..-o yeonlater. After a two-
1-eat paUS< at Memphl$, the KC,FS&M 
completed ItS~~~ to Btrmongham m 1887 
and fuu.hed us g=t bridge (reploong 
fttry scrvoce) at Memphos rn 1892. 

Yoakum Forg<-s Rail Combine 
Yoakum continued 10 pursue hi$ dream 

through the fll'$t IOycars o( <hts century. 
In 1902, Youkulll odded 1he St. louis, 
Memphi• & S.>utheastem Roilroad's line 
down the wcM bank of the Mississippi 
from Sc. louos to MemphiJ, planning to 
exrend that hne down the weM bunk all 
the way to New O..l<aru. 

In 190ol. Yool<um added a 233-mtleline 
from Ar<lrn<n, Okb.. to Hope, A A:., "'irh 

rh< expecllltlOn o( extend•ng n """'to 

Colora.to and.,... to eonnca with the""" 
bank h~. oomewhere sourh olMttnphis. 

Frucojomtltl.._.,..,.,.qti..19JO.oit!t.......,..No IO.Ifo"""tl.. 
rhm-F"'ffl •oln. •lotio""' brrowm """""Oiy""" T.U.. Locomoro•""" 
""'"""' ............... ,., ~""""· 

.. .., .. laid fOUthward rapidJr 
to Bextu Springs on rh< 
Indian Temrccv bonJc,r in 

1870. liooo'<'·tt. ""' 
MR.FS&G arrived too late 
at the bor\kr. The MK& T 
line ftom Knns:ls City hod 
ent<red the Terfl!OIY u few 
ononths before, thus winning 

Yoakum added Other $horter feeders 
throughoUI the Frisco synem and longer 
feeder hneo from Supulpo through Emd to 
Avard, Oklo., ond south from Blackwell, 
Okla., to Vrmon, Texos. 

ro the Gulf of Mexico and eonnect with rh< 
Mexican milrood oystem nr the Texas bordet. 

Fr!Jco extended II$ Oklahoma Une 
from Sapulpa thiOOI!h Oltlahoma Ory 
to La"~"" on the lace 1890s, buc the real 
cxponslcn o( Yoakum's Frl!co came after 

the tum ol the centufY. 

Kansu City and Springfield Linked 
Frisco eompleced lcs own lrne co the 

Dallas/Fan Won:h area In 1901 through 
construe lion south from Sapulpa to 
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(or MK& T righu as the only 

norrh«lUth r•ilrood pennlrted across 
Indian lands. 

Th< MR.FS&G IKk<d lcs wounds 
through the Panic o/1873 unril Gen. 

Oe.xge H. Nenlc:tonamvtd to lllk< 
charge on ISH. t .. race for lndtan 
TuritO<y to.c. the MR.FS&.G turned 
southeast and b.came th< Kaouas City, 
Fon Scatc &. Memphis Raolr<*l 
(KC,FS&M). 

The KC.FS&M cotnpleted luline 
co Sprlngfleld In 1881 and was op<rating 

Although the west bank line hod yet 
to be built, Gen. Yoakum added, thiOOI!h 
construction or control. other mckage 

from New Orle~no ,. .... alona the Gulf 
Coa>< to M .. IGO and 1n central Te.., 
be.,.._, Dallas/Fon Wooh and the Gulf 
eo... lines. 

Oeprcuion Bankrupts Frisco, Rock 
Gen. Yool<um 's dn:am was well on itS way 

to becoming n:allty wh<:n the Oep~on ol 

1913 tum<d hisdrtnm lnron n""""'"'"'· 



The Out£ Coast uac~ and t~ T=s 

llna .auth ci Fon Wonh also"""' 'l'bt 
fiom the Frio<o >)'S(<m. The ...... bank li~ 
would ncvtt be extended .auth c/Memplus. 

The Fruco came out cl r<ergam:ation 

with Its Anal a>rpO<llt< name - the St. 
louts-San Francisco RaU .. -ay Company­

and a new president, W.C Nixon. 

Nixon worked hard with che remnanrs 
of Yoakum'• dream, spntelng up p3$$Cnger 

•ervk< (It was In 1917 elm Frisco joined 
with the MK&T to ope.,.te the famed 

Texas Special) and In i•nernl, rescoring a 
leaner Frbco to oolid financial footinl:. 

Nixon~ plans were delay«!, however, 
when t~ Unued StatH entered World 

War I and the Fruco. along With t~ res< 

ci the U.S. nail S)"if<m, came under federal 
gOVernment control. The expenment 

with natinmh:anon came roan end U\ 

1920, and t~ Frisco wns rerumed ro 

private ownership. 

Tn ckage Re•ches the Gulf 

n •• most ambuious undem~king, or the 
'20s w(IS construction nf a link nc:3r Amory, 

Miss.. on Frisco's Memphis-Binningham 
mam lone. to the Gulf of Mexico at 

PensJCOb, Fla.. at last fulfllhng the dream 
ci Gen. Nenl<ton by lonking his road m 
r.Je,.'ilt<t. The new ltnc ,.... opened wtth 
a grand excumon m the SlJII\tDet ci 1928. 

Elation at the Peruacola extension was 
shon·Jo,ed, M the Fnseo plunged uuo 

bankruptcy lij;llin in 1933, after beine hit 
hard by the Groat Depression. 

Tanning Hide Inspires Frisco Logo 
Tho hi>tury o( 1 he St. 

Louis-San Francisco 
Ruli~'IIY lt'IJO ruos colorful 
anJ humble origuu. 
Acconlong to the Rory, 
Gen. Georee H. 
Nett !<ton, t~ Fmco's gm· 
eml ~· $ltlpllC<I at a depot tn 
N-"o. Mo.. dunng an tnspeaoon tn)l. 

Naoled tot~ ,. .. u...,.. a rnccoon slctn for 
drying. He asked the local agent what~ 
w•s dotng uo•ng company propeny for tan· 
n!OR hi..b. Fo~:Unng he was on uouble and 
maybe evcn on the verge c/being 

No Krnnger to hard rilll<'. the Frio<o 
struggled thro.¢ the grim )-.:an "'the 
l:lepres>ion by constant economic: measures. 
and,.... there when the nadon called 

agam 11 the begonntng c/World 

War! I. Clot.ong oft~ East 

Coast sea lanes by German 
U·bollts put oceans ofT ex., 
and Oklahoma oil omo Frisco 
rail& (or muvcment t:.\SfWArd. 

Modeml:atlon o( the Frio<o continued 
throughout the 19SO.. Elecrronoc hump 
yards were orened at Memphis in 195 7 
and at Tulsa In 1960. The Frio<oalso 

11te rnlln"od completed 1m 

f4•ye'd<r<'OJWinii!UlOO tn 1947 
and Clul< Hungtr(oo:l was elect· 
ed president of the Fruco. Under 

htS dorection, a railroad battered 
by Oqns..on and ouained by 

n..a.·. ~ - ..... Sc. Lcou' u.. Scorion .. l9f6. no.""' """" 
~,..nMMI961. 

-·time tnllllc bq;on rebuoiJing 

i ... l(, "+ule settma new tr.offoc mnds. 

Streamliners Introduced 
Wtth a floori$h, the Fnsco unvetled 

streamlined, diesel1>0wered versions of its 
Texas Special and Meteor passenger trains 
In 194 7, ond it began ordcnng diesel 

freight locomodves the next year. 
Near the end o( 19~8. Frisco acquired 

control of the Alabama, Tennessee&. 
Nonhem Raolrood. lu lme from Reform 

to Moolle, Ala .• gave the Frisco acceo. to a 
second Gulf port, connecong with the rest 
o( t~ Fr~ SyKem at Alice-.lle, Ala. 

Once begun. doeselt:arlon condnued 

rartdly. The la.t .team locomottve ....., 

orerared on February 28, 1952, making 
Frbco the flnt major mil rood to become 

exdusovely diesel·powered. 

!\red, the a~rnt explained 
that It w.>Stmpos.ibleco 
make ends mecot with the 

klw wages the r:ulway paid. 
He ne<ded m mn hidc:s 
co make men """"1· To 

the agmt's ""f'ri<e, Gen. 
Nettleton 1-o.,.ht t~ hide for "twa 

buclcs. • Nenl<ton then""" t:hesl<in too 
company drnfnman ro create a oaclemarl< 
and the desoan has changed only sl~dr 
0\'<r tho Y"""' The original coonskin was 
kept. on the Frisco archives tn St. Louts for 
many yeo11. 

began "-odt on a way to r<C~~pcure 
automobile traffic from motor catrkn. 
That wort. resulted In devdapment ci 
the m·levclauro rack car, now used by 
railroads nationwode. 

Hungerford was oucceeded ll5 president 

by Louis W. Menk In 1962. Mcnk laid 
groundwork (or consolidating all Frisco 

train dispatchiOR in one suite of offius at 
Spnngf\tld in 1965. ltwastheAt><-and 

at the umc the lnrgesc - suc:h installation 
in the country. 

Pusen~r Service Ends 
Pasoenger servt« on the Frio<o. 

sharply reduced on September 1965, ended 

complettly DecemberS, 1967, "-hen trains 

101 and 102 completed rhelr nms berw~n 
Kansas City and Bonninghnm. 

lly the 1 ime Richard C. Grayson 

beeoone pre•lclentln 1969. Frisco was 

galni"l! a "'putntlon •• a leader l.n the 
development o( new shipping rechniques. 

In the 1970.. Fr..co wont through yet 
another period o( rebuilding and nJOdenD. 
!:arion ci its plant and cquopmenr.. 

ThiS e<a culminated tn 1977 with 

a joint oppllc31ion to the lntmtat< 

Commerce Commission to merge the 
Fruco tnto Burhngton Northern. ~ 

merg« became effective November 21, 
1980, oddong to the BN system not only 

a sttat<glcally located railroad, but a 
proud U'ddltion as well. 
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GREAT NORTHERN: 
JAMES J. HILL'S "GREAT ADVENTURE" 

T he epic completion of Great 

Northem Rallwuy's t!J)nseontlnental 

line co rhe PadRe in 1893 and the 

creation of Burlington Non hem 77 years 

ln«r were in a very real ,.,n,., the fulfill· 

mcnt of one rru'l ll'$ 

dreams. That man 
was james jerome 

Hill, "The Empire 

Builder.'' 
But the railway 

which bore his 

unique stamp had its 

g<nesis even before 
Hill joined the mil· 

road, and those who 
succeeded him In leadership made nmable 

contributions of their own to Its •ucccssful 
history, and co the merj,!er which uhimace· 

ly produced the clooing chapter. 

St. Paul & Pacific Sepns Service 
When Great Northern (GN) began 

planning a centennial o~rvance, nearly 
a decade prior to the 1970 merg<:r. it chooc 
co c:omme.momce not a .. paper" beginning. 

but tOO years of actual service. 

The bench mar~ for that occasion was 
the maiden run of a diminutive balloon· 
sroc~ locomotive, the "Willi om Crooks," 
and its rwo ca,. from St. P3ul ro rhe 

Villa~e of St. Anthony, now Minneapolis. 

111• date was june 28, 1862. The 10 miles 

of mllroad, known grnndlooely as the St. 
Poul & Pncifie, wM the first In Minnesom 

and much of the Nonh••esr. 
The pioneer line. which wouldn't 

become known ns Gre:u Nonhem unril 
1890, had lu corpomt< origin In 1857 
when the MinntSoW lcgtslaturc, eager 
for rails in it$ terrimr,•, gnmted ~ chane.r 
ro rhe Minncsom & PneiAc Roilrocld 

Company to "construCt • rnllroad In the 

direction of the P.•ciflc.' 
Some 62V. miles of roadbed had been 

made ready for rails when the Minnesota 

& Paclf'lc, bogged down with delays 
precipltat<d by financial difficulties, 

forfcltc'CIIu pro.,.,nles to the state. The 
Sr. Paul & PnciAc Railroad Compnny, 
chnrrered March 10, 1862, acquired the 

righu, Including lt•nd In Mlnn~o. and 
qui~kly completed the onRinullO miles 
of line. 

Meanwhile, young jim Hill, age 18, 
had arrived m St. Pnul from his bmhplnce 

near Rockwood, Ontario ro begin hi,s 
"great adventure!' His very Orst job. in 
1856, ~>'as in rrnnsporm1lon as a shipping 
clcr~ In the offoce of • Missls;ippi River 

steamboat eompnny. He wntched and 

1<'1lrned ns mil exl'llnsion progr...ed slowly. 

Trlt •w.u.nri\ C10QIIu,• OrM• N~Jffhm'a) "Old No. I," " pk~wrrJ lM li& Nn'tf', MlillllO(Ila m 1864 ON:t PIQI'M' locomocwt 
ucs .tnm to~ M~ Huwrbll Sodtty lrll961 t~n dv IOOth ~ c{itt !Miklm nm 

12 

In 1865 he enter«! the trnnsporootion 

Reid on his own accounr, representing • 

steamboar line connecring wirh east .. 
bound mill at lower Miss;.,ippi River 

ports. A year Inter he"'"" agent for the 

Fim Division of the Sr. Pnul & Pnciflc. By 

1870 he was ln o portnershi1> doing general 

business in wood, coal and commlsslo1u, 
ond In onmhcr uperatlnR o sreamboot 

s.>rvlce on the Roo River of ohe Nnrrh. 

ffill and Friends Buy Pioneer line 
The nffillrs of <he So. Paul & Pacltlc 

we"' in a steady decline in the 1870s. due 
lO fli-.(11'\C:IQ)l\nd Other problems, With nO 

fund.< In pr<><pect to complete ond eonncCI 
Its several unfinished lines. While the 

resources and pooslbilltles of the rcg1on 

were ridiculed In the E.1S1, Hill saw ~rl:at 

potcndal In the struggling milroad und 
the territory it evenwnlly would .serve. 

In 1878 he persuaded three other 

men of vi>ion tO join him In acquiring 
the St. Paul & Pacific. One was Norman 

W. Kirrson, his partner In the R«l River 
Trnnsponadon Co1npony. The orherJ 
we"' George Soephen, pte$ldent of the 

Bank of Montreal. who became Lord 
Mount Soephcn; and Oon•ld A. Smilh, 

ch1ef conuni»loner of the Hud60n's Bay 
Com pony. who would be slmilorly 

hl}n()red as Lord Srrno hcono. Both 

subsequently gained fnme as paoneer 

railw:Jy builders In Canada.· 

On May 23, 1879, following foreclo­
sure proceedings, [he properties were 
reorljMitcd as the St. Paul, Mlnneapolu 

& Manitoba RAilway Company, with 

Stephen os president and Hill os genom! 

0\Milger. By now t-he new compnny had 
50 miles under operation. all In rhc >tate 
o( Minnesom. 

Hill's early judgrnenr of the pt06peCtl\'e 
earning. of the mil road, if rehabilian«l 

and properly mona~cd. W(IS ohoroughly 
vlndlcared by the time he became 



pre.identln 1882. That year, notwlth· 

standing large expendirures for 
improvements, a 7 pei'Centdividend was 

paid to srockholders. For half a century 
thereafter, until 19.33 during the Great 

Depression, rhe company maintained a:n 
unintenupted record o( dividend payments. 

Colonization Was Key to Expansion 
The expansion of the milrood in 

Minnesom and lnro Dakota terri wry 
continued at a steady pace, and by the 

close of 1885 the system of main and 

branch lines had grown to 1,470 miles. 
It has been S8id of other sections of the 

Wesr that they W<Ore souled from the ox 
cart; "Hill country" was settled from the 

box car. Hill laid his rails flr>t, then 
labored tirelessly to create tnUfoc for his 

troins. The succ:e"' of his plans for rapid 

expansion depended upon quick and 
sound coloniza.tion. Having promoted h.is 
.. country", it \~up ro him ro "make 

good" after the settlers moved in. 

So be started showing the furmeN 
how to improve their methods, and in the 

process became an authoricy on agriculture 
a.nd livestock. He was an early advocate 
o( diversification and consc.rvatiOI\ of 
natural resources. He imported purebred 

$t0Ck ; Introduced improved sera ins of 
seed; and established experimental farms 

And credlr Facilities for producers.. Plus, 
he held rntes at a level which W<>uld 

enable scttleN to sell their prndocts 

TM sant from tht '«'.ord-bttclin, )«<F of 1887 showJ 
end: ,._.11'11! Wei 11t100 ~ trnririt in o..u.a T~. 

"Roclty the Coat" Symbolized GN 
Tire ftrst Gteat Nonhem 

trademark was adopted In 1890, 
butitwasn'tundll921 thar 
the endeared symbol of"Rocky 
the Goot" W<>Uid be created. 
Rocky the mQuntaln goat­
which mode his home on the 
peaks of Glacier National Park -

became Great Northern's trade­
L •o•~ mark feature for nearly 50 )'COl$. 

r~~~ ?~ RockywasGN'sslnging 
It' ;<Ill spokesman on rndio and 
\) ' or televiSion and he was ;;o 

\.. •.f1 ..;.~ j popular tlun young £am by 
~ l ~ the thousands~ for hiS 

competit.ively in distant markea. 

The formula enabled Hill and his 
a..ociatcs to expand their mileall" rapidly 

wirhout land grants or govemnu::nt su~i· 
dies o( an)' kind, other than the limited 

original gr.,t,nt of the Minnt!S()ta & P3cifk. 

1887 Con!!~"truction Set New Records 
In 1886, the main line of the St. Paul, 

Minneapolis & Manitoba wos extended 

westwa.rd from Devils Lake to Minor. 
Dakom Territory, to set the scene for ooe of 
the great epochs of railroad constt\ICtion . 

Between April and mid.OCtober 1887, 

545 continuous miles of line, reaching 
acro..lrugely unsettled wilderness all the 

way from Minot 10 Great· Fait.. Montana 
Territory, was graded, bridged and laid 

with track. 

The logisdcs o( :.n opemcion so disttt.nt 
from sources of supply were Sf'dggering, with 

6,000 men and 3,300 t.dlm.• pushing the 
coostruction. In one all~time record day, 
A<og\JSt I I, +4,100 feer ofm~ek was laid. 

By November 18, another 9611 miles 

we<e wmpleted between Great Foil• •nd 

Helena by the subsidiary Montana Central 
1\,.ilway Company; bringing the season'• 

toml m 641 11 miles. At Helena the new 
line connected with the Northern Pacific, 

whicb had been complered to the Pacific 
Nonhwest four yero"S etlrlict. 

The Minneapolis & St. Cloud 
1\,.ilway, chartered in 1856 by the 

Minncsom lcgls~rure, remained a .. paptr 
company" until acquired by Hill in 1881 

for Its chArter rights, which were brooder 
than those of his Manitoba Company. 

Line Named Great Nonbem in 1890 
On Septemb<t 18, 1889, the name of 

the Minneapolis & St. Cloud w-.ts chan~..,d 

"autographed" porcrniL 

to Great Northern Railway Company. 
On February 1, 1890, che G reat Northern 

took over the properties of the St. Paul, 

MinneapOlis&_ Manitobo.t. 
The new era began auspiciously. That 

winter, on December 11' in 40-below..,.,ro 

weather, Engineer John F. Stevens had 
found the long-elusive Marias Pass, offer· 
ing a superlacive low .. level rotJ[e over che 

Rockies at only 5,213 feet above SC3 level. 

ConstniCtion o( Gre-.u Northern's 
Pacific Coast extension began early in 1890 

at Pacific junction, four milts west of Havre 
in what now was the Redgling State of 
Monrnna. ~·een here and Puget Sound 
lay 815 miles of mostly wild and rugged 
mounmin land. Except for the town of 
Spokane, Wash., irwas virtually uninhabited. 

At the close of 1892,less than three 

yea_rs IsLer, only a seven· mile ga.p remained 
in what once was referred to as "Hlll's 

Folly. • On JanuAry 6, 189.3, in the tc>wcr· 

ing Cascades ncar Scenic, Wash., the final 

Spike WAS driven. 

Regular service between Seattle and 
the Wt over the new ttanscontincnt:,~l 

line began in mid-year. Great Nonhern 
trnins had been operating to Portland, 

however, since l89 l , wlr.h running rights 

over the line of the Oregon 1\,.ilway & 
Navigacion Company from Spokane. 

The panic of 189.3 SW<:pt a fourth 

o( the nation's railroad mileage inro 
receivership, including the Northern 

Pacific, which prompted HiJI's first effort 
to unify the operations o( the two lines. 
Howevt-r, a plan in which Ort-on 
Northern would agree to guarantee both 

the principal and interest on bonds o( 

the reorganized Northern Pacific was 

found by the Supreme Court to be in 

conflict wh:h a Minnesota srawce 

l3 



"Minndoc."""" "Dal.o<." - w -w-. • """'•-" .no. hull<.,.(),., N...<loem s-.uJ,;p eo..,...,"" modt 
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prohibiting consolidation of parallel and 
competing line<. 

1901 Saw Seeond Attempt at Merger 

Another pr~ursor of the Burlington 
Northem merger was Hill's second 

attempt at unification duough formation 

of a holding company In I'JO I. The 
Supreme Court held this plan to unite the 

Orear Nonhem. Nonhem P~cifoc and 
0\icago, Burlington & Quincy railroads 

in violation of the Shennan Act. 

Hill abhorred an empty bo• car, and 

the normal movement of freight over his 
newly completed Pacillc Coast extension 
was certain to be preponderandy west .. 

bound. To avoid the waste ofhauling 

empty cars eastbound and to develop 
rhe lumber Industry in his territory. he 

drasr:lcally reduced lumber rarcs, opening 
new markets in the Mississippi and Ohio 

valleys co Pacific Nonhwcst mills. 

~c(G=<N-Rail•.,·•wfo-S•PiU 
co P~ettl SOamd "m ~ boy a sitn1Jk and ~ 
spikl-dri.in( """""'' }""""" 6. I 89 J . ..., dot P'""'' 
-c(Smok. w .... 
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Service to Orient b Established 

In 1896, he negotiated an agreement 
with Nippon Yusen Kaisha (NYK), the 

largest sl<amship line In the Paci6c, 

resulting in the establishment of service 
between Seattle and Asian potts. It 

"'""a bold challenge ro the established 
commerce between Europe and the 

Orient, and marlced the beginning of 

Seattle's ascendancy as a world port. NYK 
and Great Northern established rates that 

soon enabled them to gather up steel raib 
from as fur cast as Pittsburgh, flour from 
Minneapolis and cotton from the South 
for shipment to dte Oriem. 

By the dose of 1900, new construction 
and acquisition of existing lines had 
boosted Great Northern's operation to 
more than 5,(X)() miles, and a dlrec[ roure 

to Chicago had become o competitive 

necessity. In 1901. Hill negotiated the 

purchase by Orear Northern and Nonhem 
Paclflc of nearly all of rhe oottsn~nding 
stock of the O.icago, Burlington & 
Quincy Railroad, giving rhe parenr lines 
access to Chicago and the markers o( the 

Midwest and South .. 

The buildif\g of a rail~ never ends, 
and Great Nonhcm lines constantly were 

uJl8radcd and frequently rclocated for more 

economical operation and better service. 

Major cha"',oe$ in the forst two docades 
following the Pacific CQa.r exrension 

included the original 2.6·milc Cascade 
tunnel in 1900 to eliminate aserieso(haz­

ardo.IS switchbacks ova Stevens Pass; a 

69 ... mlJe relocarion of the nl.ain line between 
Columbia Falls and Rexford, Mont., in 

1904; and completion in 1911 of rhe Surrey 

curolf between Fargo and Surrey, N.D., 

reducing Great Northern's tf".msconri.nenml 
roure by 52 miles. 

Meanwhile, in 1905, under Hill's 
aegis, the Great Northern and Nonhem 

Pacific fonned the Spokane, Portland 
and Seattle Railway Cornpany, which 
built a line from Spokane to Ponland, 

and subsequently acquired other lines 

in Oregon by purchase, lease and 
consttuetion. lmportant new markets 

and S()Urces of freight resulted. 

On his retirement in 1912 from the 
chainnanshlp and active direction of the 
milrood system his 1,oenius had created, 

Hill said: "Most men who have rcolly 

I~ of ,~1~~~ ~'In w.erocoo.e T.mnd 
In 19$6 """""""-- c( db<~-.. ~ rlv 
~ '-"""""'-~'~· Thtl"''loa mdudol 
~ rlvti:Utporraf. seM liM. 

lived hove had in some shape, their great 

adventure. This railway is mine.'' He died 
in SL Paul on May 29, 1916. 

The decade 1920-1930 was one of 
brilliant achievement by Great Nonhem 

under the presidency of Ralph Budd. 
Improvements to the railrood in that 

period rotated $160 million, including 

two major engineering projects which 
attracted worldwide attention. 

The weaL::~t link in Grwt Nonhcm's 

roure ro lhe coast was it$ line across the 
Cascades, costly ro operate, difficult to 



between Chicago and the Pacific 
Northwest. Great Nonhem not only 
provided an ouutanding passenger..,.~ 
through the years, but was in the formont 

in develOping and promoting"""""'" 
rourism. The railway was paniculatly 
klentlfied with Glaclt'r Narional Pari<, in 
Montana, where it owned and operated 
hotels and other factliri'" unnl their ak 
in 1960. 

World Wat U saw Great Northern buoy 
as a vital military wpply line, W>th oil-time 
r«<rds lor freigllt traffic Jet CON<CUttvely 
in 19i2, 19i3and 19i4. Anall-r.­
record passenger year was rCCO<ded m 19i5. 

n. ·r_.llt.IIW"""" ""~ o..do •-... ,.., n. tr~~-....., oft~.. J<-J""'""""' .. 
"""1941 A__,......., -flm~in 1951, ... .._..,,QJ.~P,.,.., ..... 

The poa·war years b<ought a vlnual 

revolution in milrooocling, p<oced by 
dieselimrion of rhe morive power fleet. 
The "iron horse" that built thew .. , '"'w 
its 1051 service on Great Nonhcm in 1957. mainmin, and c:onopieuously out of ploo. 

in a system that had the shone5tline 
between the G~t Lakes and tht Pacille, 
with the least curvature ond lowest grndca. 

On Thankogiving Day 1915, the 
railway's directors authori:ed construcrion 
of an eight·mile tunnel, the relocation of 
all but seven mile• of the 50-mile line 
between Peshastin and Scenic, Wash., 
the elimination of nearly i1 miles of 
runnels and onowshcds, and the electrill· 
cation of75 miles between Wenatch,.., 
and Skykomish, Wash. 

Toml C06l of the historic project 
was approximarely $25 million, and Itt 
completion on January 12, 1919, was 

announced by a nat.ionwkle radio b<ood· 
cast m which Ptesoknt H.m..t Hoover 
ponicipated. The Ca.cade Tunnel, strnoaf>t 
as a rille bore, is 11ill the second loocac on 
the w ... em Hcmbphore. (Third lor.eea 
is the seven-mile Flathead Tunnel in 
nonhwatem Monmna, begun by Otnt 

Nonhem in 1966 ond completed by 
Burlington Northern in 1970.) ()pcrntlon~ 
through the Casc:ade ~wore fully 
dieselited in 1956. 

The second major project of the 
TwcntiCJ was Great Non hem'• Callfomia 
extension through centml Oregon, begin· 
ning In 1927 with 68 miles of construction 
from Bend to Chemult, Ore. Trackage 

rightJ over the Southern Pacific provided 
a link to Klamath Falls, Ore. Great 
Nonhem thtn built from tbtre into 
California 92 mil<S while the Western 
PaciOc was building north l i2 mil<S froon 
Keddie. The two lines met at Bieber, 
Calif,, on November 10,1931. 

With the addition ofCallfomia, 
Great Northern now served 10 states 
and two a.n..dian provinces - Minnesota. 
Wisconsin, North and South Daluxa, 
Iowa. Montnna, Idaho, Washifl!,oton. 
Oregon. C.lifornb, Mani<Ooo and British 
Columbia. 

FtrSt Empire 
Builder 

Loaugunted 
Completion 

of the new 

a..cacJc croa­
·na in 1929 
pr.._)the 
lnaugunllin 
June that yc:~r 
of the Rl1t 

Cenrmlited traffic concrol, troin radio, 
continuous welded rail, compuctrimcion, 
elccuonic dasslfleation yards, ;pcciollted 
freight equipment and hundlinR, and a 

host of other innovations not only 
accelerated the pace o( railroading but nlfO 
concribured immensely to the increased 
pmducriviry which enabled mllroads to 
keep mtes•rable and rcmaincompelhive. 
Great Non hem, down through the yeart 

to merger, continued to earn f'CCOWlition 
as one of the moa t'fOtl""'ive milroods ln 
the nation. 

of Great 
Northern's 
fnmout Empire 
Builder patsen• 

ger tralnsJ 
operntlng daily 

c-No.Wm'sb<....;orliwa...., ...... ~.._.,_"""""'dwc-b, 
~.oqwn;, 1961 and_,...., .. 1968, -~ ...... bri!&< ..... w ~ AA... 
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BNSF'S PREDECESSORS 

SANTA FE: 
THE RAILWAY BUILT ALONG THE "TRAIL OF FAITH" 

T hesmry of the Atchison, T<>pcka& 

Santa Fe Railway (Santa Fe) is the 

srory of the Southwesr and rnirroo; the 
same spirit of the early pionec.rs ·who ven· 

tured inw d1is developing territory, their 
wagons and pack mules loaded down, their 
dreams of prosperlry propeUing them for· 
ward. The Sanrn Fe was said "to start 

nowhere and go nowhere," bur as the 
narioo"s second transcontinental rail line, 

it eventually WOt.Jld conn~cr rhe growing 
tOMlS in what are now Kansas, Colorado, 

Oklahoma aod T=s to the Pf>Clfic Coo.<t 
and parrs of the Midwest. 

AmO!lll the reasons a sewnd tn'lf1.>00n· 

tinenrnl railrood was enc:ouragecl in the 
mid-I BOOs: the rush to Califomio following 

the dlscovery of gold there, prosperous 
carrie drives from Texas <o Kansas City, 

and rhe booming (Xllltolarion of Kansas, 
whe.re "sod busters" had produce and cropo 

that nooded to be moved to marlccl$. 

Bo.ot a mil line in the c:ounuy's southwesr 

quadrant was nooded for more than just 
satisfying the grand vision:s of those seeking 

fon:unc in the fertile lands and mineral 
deposirsofthe Wesr. It was a n=ity to 

grow commerce, chiefly thar of the &.ora Fe 
Tr.UI, a 780-mile-long ll'3llStJOI"OitiOO sysrcm. 
Considered R~'Mit highway of riches. 

advennore and hardship, the trail was estab­

lished by Sponish conquistador Frmcisoo 
Vasquez de Coronado in the mld· l6rh cen· 
rury. Over the next 200 ycors, trnffic and 

commerc:e alO!lll the "T roil of Holy Foith" 

e<pam:k.'<l and Sat>ta Fe, N.M .. would 

lx:come <he rrade cemer of d-oe Sou d-o west. 

Establishing rail uansporrn<ion in this 
romanlic.Ized "promised" land woukJ not be 
easy. Only a few fronrier towns existed. 

1bc nation was gearing up for a civil waL 

The rnilrood's leaders sought Anancing. 

And the counuy w-"' experiencing slow 

gn>wlh. It would require a visionary to 

overcome the mony obsrndes Sanm Fe 
faeed in llll inf.mcy. 
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Cyru$ K. Holliday's 0.-.a.m 
Father of the Sanrn Fe, Cyrus Kum 

Homday was born in Pc'llnsylvania in 1826, 
ond migrnted to 

Kan"'-~ in 1854. A 
lawyer by trnining, 

but a promoter by 

trade, Holliday 
took a leading pare 

in founding 

T<>pcka and waslrs 
f'irst mayor. He 

would hold numerous local and stare posi· 

cicm.'S in hi.~ li(ctbne, but his rYK~ Hl'ubitJOu'i 

pursuit was in promoting his railrood. 

Eruiy on Hollid1y "'w the p<oo>ise a 
rnilro"d !Xlrolleling the Soma Fe Tmil he.ld. 
In 1859, he sill{lle-hano:l.dly wrote the 
doaner for the fledglil~g Ao:chi:!<>n & Topeka 
Railroad. A member of the Kansas Terrirorial 
Lcgio;lnture. Holliday introduo:d the charter 

Feb. I, and it was signed 10 da;• larer. 
But drooght ln d-oe t<rrlto<y and war 

betw..'<.'n the •mu:s nwde it difficult for 

Holliday to mise capirnl. Land grnnrs need· 
ed to he secured so Holliday again put. pen 
to paper and dmfted a land-grnnt instru· 

l'nem that Scm .. Samuel Pomeroy sponsored. 
TI>e bill was signed by President Lincoln 

Man:h 3. 1863, gr•nting land ro the st:ue of 

Kansas for the purpose of"aiding in the 

construction . . . of a railroad from the City 

o( Atchison via Topeka . . • to d-oe western 
line of the .state, in the direction ofFort 

Union and Sanm Fe~ New Me)(ioo .... " The 
act also required the line be in operation in 

10 ycors, a requiremenrrhar would resr the 
Hedgling railroad in d-oe coming decade. 

In an effort to make the rnil.rood's na•ne 
more inclusi\1e.. the words .. Sam.a f-e" were 

added in 1863. (The ()nly other chnnge ro 

be tnadt w the company's name came in 
1895 due to Anancial reorganimtion, when 
"railroad" become "roilwoy.") In July 1868, 

Congress aud-oorbed Santa Fe to purchnse 
unnlloned but fcrrllc lands of the 

Ponawatomie Indian Reservation ncar 
Topeka for $ 1 an acre. The acquisition 

gave the company much-nooded financial 
lcverngo. Holliday wr()[c: "The d>ild 15 

born and his nome is 'Success.' - The 
Sanro Fe R.-ulroad will he built beyond 

pcrJdvenrure .... " 

The Wokarusa Spoocl-o 
On Oct. 30, 1868, nlmosra decade after 

the Santa Fe charter wa.< signed, ohell"" 

spgde of ean.h was rumed at Topeka. 
Rather than constructing from Archison, 

Kan., the line was built southwesr from 

n., fmo,... of oJ.. Cl.fo>n.., Lmood I><""'"' ~ond l.DJ Aftodn in 1892 """""'IN ""'""""o(Som. Fe'•,.......... 
~ m.irl Jtf\.b. 



Topeka to Burlingame, Kan., due to nearby 
cool deposils in which Holliday had a 

financial interest. In order to secure SUl>­

plies, a bridge was built on the north side of 
the Kaw River to connect with the Kansas 

Pac.iflc and completed on Marth JO, 1869. 

Track laying began and by opring, seven 
miles of aack had been laid. 

On April26, 1869, the: w"""""" 
Picnic S!l""ial, a rwo-c~r excu"lon aain 

using borrowed equipment and the: Santa 

Fe~ flr>t locomotive, the Cyrus K. Holliday, 

depmred from Topeloo roW"""""", a 
discanceof i2 miles (seven by aack, with 
the: balance of the trip made in carriages). 

It was"' this proirie gothering Holliday 
made his famous W"""""" speech. assert· 

ing the: railrood would be built to Chicago. 
St. Louis, Mex.ico City, San Fnmcisco and 

O..lvcsron, TelQIS. 
While many would laugh at Holliday's 

vision and consider his ideas lunaric1 
William Allen White, the furnouseditorof 

the Emporia G=tre, WO<Iid one day wrire: 

"The Sanra Fe is the best thing that ever 

happened to Emporia. It is one o( the best 
things that ever happened to Kansas. It is 

easily one of the besr lhings that ever 

happened to !his land .... • 
Within a year o( the WakanJSll "P"<Ch. 

the: line ~ed Emporia, Kan., and from 
rhere, ro Newton, Kan. Mileage was 

quickly added: from Topeka to Atchison; 

u brunch from Newton to Wichiru, Kan.; 

chen west to Colorado under the directi.o.n 

of engineer Alhert Aloru.o Robinson. 
When it reached the Kansas-Colorado 

border in Decem.ber tsn. a du-ec 
miiHon..acre land grant was secured. 

Under the: presidency ofGinery 

TwicheUun.til May 1873, the: railrood 
would oontlr>ue co be guided behind the 
scenes by Holliday, who wanted 10 ensure 

his railroad and his adopted stare would 

thrive. His ~iation wilh the railroad 

woold lost for more than 40 years. Holliday 
died in 1900. 

Levenging land to Ar:trac< 1mmlg.-.mu 

Like other railroads. the Santa Fe's land 
gram program helped populate the Wesr. 

TN Al'SF Lond Otpanmmc·st.ab&:) IOattmet ~ setdtn: to ~otMt Wfwn ~~~tum K~ livo tM 
Meion:S~ 

In 1872, d>e railroad esmblished land agent 
offices in new towns d>ar developed as 

lrnCk was built west. Aboents pushed sale 

of !he land to eas<erne;s, olfcring special 

races with the dcke< price applied to the 
purchase of land. 

One <Jf the l:t'l,'\!St colonies eV1!r 

establl~hcd by the Santa Fe Land 
Department was near Newton in 1874, 

when more thtm 8,000 Russian·bom 
Mennonites migrac.ed to the Plain> State. 
They left !heir homeland, where milirary 

service was [0 become compulsory, because 

they rcfus..-d to bear arms. 

Despite d.isascer from drought and 
grasshoppers, the Mennonites raised crops 
in what before had been desolate plains. 

The hard n.-d wheat seed !hey brought with 
tbc:m helped make Kansas the Mtinn'• 

breadbasket. 
Santa Fe land dcpanment offices were 

esQiblished in London In 1880, with 
recruiting offices in France and Germany. 
Immigrant> came from Sweden, Wales. 
Scotland and other European nations. 

By 1886, the land grant ucrcagl' was 
complerdy sold and in 1897 the Land 
Oepanmcn< was discontinued. But the 

railroad woo.old continue to acrivcly senle 

developing rerritories, including Texas and 
New Mexico. 

HardT ........ 
OJnstruction on the railroad slowed as 

other companies collapsed during the 1873 

Otprcssion. Funds were low, but !he 

rn!lroad sruyed solvent while rhousand$ of 

busin-.'S folded, including many railroads. 

Thomas Nickersoo becrune president of rhe 
rnilrood in 1874 and waslmown for his 

genius,. a financier, but his administration 

was during a period of hard times. Kan$8$ 
was hit in 1874 wid> a grasshopper plague 
so bad r:h:rt wheels of locomotives slipped 

on starts. !fit wasn't bugs, it was often buf. 

fulo thar inrerfcrcd with rrain opcrntion.• as 

unmovable herds often blocked the line. 
Dry cooditions in the summer and spw:la; 

fmnl loconlOtive$ were b.d C()Cnbi:narloos 

rcsul.[ing ln prairie fires. ln the. wined', 

blizzards broughr heavy drifts of snow. On 

a few occasions, Indians and robbers cndao· 
gered the: trnins and their passcngcu. 

Recognizing that business in this 
unpopulated, unoooperntlve land would 
have ro be croated, Sanm Fe advertised 

.Kansas neavily tO the resrof the union. It 

hauled seed grain wirhour charge, and pro­
vide-d shelter and relief during hard times. 

Considered a risk-taker by some. the 

mUroad begoo to sreadily grow - physically 
and financially. In 187-5, Santa Fe mtered 

Kansas City fro111 Topeka by leasing short 
Hnes, an impon-ant connection for grain 
and catde traffic. Under Sanm Fe backing, 
the Pueblo & Arkan:;as Valley Railroad 

soon enc.crcd Las Animas, La Junoo and 
Pueblo, Colo. 

• •• Strong 11m..s 

William 13. Saong from the O.ie>go, 

Burlington & ()Jincy j<>incd Sanra Fe as 
gcneml manager in 1877, and in 1881 he 

W!tl n13de presldo:llt. StR>ng and engineer 
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A Blend of C ultural Symbols 
Uke many railroad$ In the 

19th c:enrury, Sanm Fe experi· 
m<:nu.J with several <rnde· 
marks. In thelate 1890s a 

~ ~ 
tc> make a circle and then drew In 

the cross. which '""> .ymbolic ¢( 
both the Narive Americans and 
the Spanish Ovi>Lians who had 
seeded In the Southwes<. llyrne 
then drew the wonls &moo Fe 

Santa Fe vice P""ldent c:alled 
together severn I Stall' members 1.0 

solici< ideas for a new marie. One 
of them W$$ J.j. Byrne, a passenger 

Santa Fe 
~ ~ 

<rnffic manager who alsq wa< a srudcnt of 
the Southwest and ir.s primitive arts. 

lcg.:nd has It that he usc:d a silver doiiM 

Robin<On expended the railrood In empire· 

builder fashion. 
Strong aopired to build the milrood 

into New Mexiro, bur another milrood, the 
Denver & Rio Grande (D&RG), had a 

similar ambi<ion. The D&RG's line ran 
south of Denver, paralleling the Roclties, 

and it evenrually hoped to handle the 

exchange of craffic between uanscominen· 
ml rails. The D&RG line ended jus< north 
of Trinidad, Colo., in<o which the Santa Fe 
entered from the east. 

South of Trinidad lay Raton Pass, the 

only pructicalrnil route from Colorado to 

New Mexico. In 1878. Strong ordered 

Robinson t.o occupy and hold Raton Pass. 
Robinson secured an agrt.-ement to bulkl 

the rnilrood over r.he pass and oceupied it 
with his men. be.:'tting D&.RGS construe· 
tion crew from beginning Its work by a 
matter ofhou~. Months later, the first 
tr.'in W'(le.lld t-ntt:l' New M~xko viA switch­

backs over the pass. (The main line was 

not built to Santa Fe due co difficult terrain. 

but a branch line would serve the dey.) 

on 1he cross's rraverse bar and 
encl08ed the circle ina box. In 1901, 

theS:onm Feoffidallyodopted the new 
<rndemarlc, which endured throughc>ut rhe 
rot1lwoy's rich hcrirnge 

By 1880, Sanro Fe dropped its plans for a 
Leadville extension. 

Connc<:tion to Mexico was another 

prime objective of the rnilrood under 
Strong's leackTship. The Sonorn Railway 

Co. was organized in 1880 for the purpooc 

of building a rnilrood from the border at 
Nogales, Ariz., dtro<.gl> Mexico 10 

Guaymas on the Gulf of C,llfomia. Work 

began at Guaymas in 1880. with 90mlles 

laid north to Hem\OSIIIo by 1881. An 
UbrreeJnent w jS soon made with the 
Sou.them PaciAc (SP) allowing Sanm Fe tO 

use its rails from Deming to Benson, Ariz. 

The New Me~lco and AriroM Railroad 
a;_ was inrorpornted in 188Z and smn ed 
b<•ilding from Benson toWard Nogales; nine 

m·onths later, the Lv.-o Jines rnec This 
meant Santa Fe Anally reached the Pacific 

ourlec. The line's cotnplctkm gave Santa 
Fe claim to the longesl r.till ine under one 
mAn"t~m("nt in the world. 

Harvey Houses 

Sanm Fe histofY 
Is not complete with­
om reference to Fred 
Harvey, who in 1876 
began opernting r.he 

Topeka lunchroom 

for Santa Fe employ· 
ees. In 1878 Harvey 

contrnc<ed with the 
railroad to opernte 

The concept rapidly caught on and a ehain 
of hcxcl$ tmd r0$lllurants followed. Known 
as .. Harvey Houses,"lhe inst:iwtion was 

considered th• "llf""test civilizing influence 
in the Wesr,." 

The "Harvey Girls" made their debur 

in 1883. when at the urging of the Ratcm, 

N.M .. manaj!er, an all•female waitress staff 
was hired. In 1888 Harvey's 5ervices 

expanded to include th~ introduction 

ofSanm Fe dining cars. With the sl~. 
"Maintenance o( smndard re~rdld>s of 
cost," the Harvey Sysrern helped Sanra Fe 
passenger unin service earn the reputation 
as one o( the finest and most respected in 

the nation. At the end of 1968, the era 

of Harvey opemrion of dining cars came 
to an end, bu1 some of the counny's most 

luxurious l10«ls, induding La Posada in 
Winslow, Ariz., the La Fonda in Santa Fe, 
and The 0..'taJl<·chrin Las V<ogas. N.M., 

we"' flrst erected ., Harvey Houses. 
El Tovn.r, at the south rim of the Grand 
O.n)'Oll, is also a lasting reminder of the 

era's luxury :Jeoornmodations. 

Looking Westward 
In july 1879, Las Vegas, N.M .. was 

""'<:bed - 114 miles from the Colorado 

boundary. After arriving in Albuquerque 
in 1880, the main line W$$ built quickly 

toward Demiog, and on March 8, 1881. 
t:he nation had itS second cronscontinenrnl 
ra[lroad when Sama Fe connecred ro the 
Southern Pacific. While the Sanm Fe 

Sanm Fe's triumph ove.r D&RG would 

be short lived. West of PUeblo lay richsil· 

ver deposits near U.oldvUie., Colo. D&RG 

and Santa Fe both wanted to secure traffic 
to the mining arc'a, bu1 the only feasible 

route was thlOUlll> the Royal Gorge, a 

canyon that would not accommodate t:wo 

lines. A "w•r" betw~n the road:! ensued in 

1878, with "armies" enlisted for both sides 
to seize control of the canyon. Mooc of the 

fighting. however, was conduc[~ in the 
courtroom. The Supreme Coun would rule 

the D&RG had prior right co build thi< 

route, with use to be shared by both milroods. 

a hotel at Rorence, 

KRn., where passen­
gers could llnd goc.J 
eating and piC1l5ing 

ac:com1nocl.$ti00$. 
Mifn'J of do< I..., hood."""" S..U. f <$ ..-~do< S..al•''"· """"' rto. LoP-. 
H011tJ in \Vmdow, An: .• C.O.ot, vm.{mtbuilcasH~tn.\'1 Ho.an. 
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Anally had access to the PaciSc, the 

connection was nor all it desired. The 

railroad wanted Its own route to the coast. 

AttcmpU to extend its line into California 

to reach the San Francisco and San Diego 
ports were thwarted by competitors. 

On jan. J I, 1880, Santa l'e acquired 
one-half of Atlantic & PaciAc Co. (A&P) 

and agreed with the other principal, the 
St. Louis & San Francisco Railway Co. 
(Frisco), to build the Wes<em Division 

of A&P from New Mexico to Califoml3. 

The A&P was quite a gem, holding a 

Congressional land gnmt of millions of 
acmofland (though much oflt waste· 
land). The A&P project would give the 

Santa Fe the means it sought to develop 

Pacific Coast traff\c. 
Later that year, the California Southern 

was organized to construc1 the line from 
&m Diego through San BeU\1lJd.ino to meet 

the A&P. But it would Olke year.< of com· 
promise, coun order. and trackage rights 

agreements before Santa Fe reached the 

covered para of San Diego and San 
Francisco. Santa Fe continued to expand 

its Califomla crackllge by acquiring smaller 

lines. A line was built into Los Angeles 

in 1887. 
That same year, cons<ru<:tion ertW$ 

moved south from Arkansas Cil)•, Kan., 

through Indian Tenitory (OI<Iahoma), 

while the Oulf, Colorado and Santa Fe 
(OC&SF), a Oalvesron, Texas-based 
railroad, was building north. When it fell 

on h•nl times, Sanro Fe purch•,.,d the line 

and builr north from Fort Warth ro connect 
with the Arbruas City line. 

While r•il was heing laid inro Indian 
Territory and the Texas Panhandle, the 

Santa Fe management knew it needed tO 

build eastwanl roward Chicago, the •mil· 
road capital," ro stay competitive. In less 

than a year, 350 miles of new rail were laid 
and 100 bridges built, with the ftrsttmin 

reachingChicagoin 1888. 

Less than 20 years after the little 136-
mile Kansas tailroad Holliday had begun, 

the Santa r-e system extended from Lake 

Michig>tn to the Pacific <A.Ist, from Denver 
to the Gulf of California, and from Kansas 

TN{""""" "l!mwy Girls"""""" lodptd"""" Fr<J Haney) <Min of Mcds end''""'"""" • """'-"• W, otwlodptd 
s.... Fe<~c<,..;,p.- ,... ..... of II><""',..,,........,.."""" .. II>< ....... 

tothcGulfofMcxioo. Butin 1889,after 

San.tn N:'s new lb.~ faUed to earn profits, 

William S~rong resigned as pmident und<r 
pressure from the boanl. 

Receivership 
At the end of 1881, Santn Fe was 

considered a healthy company, owning, 

operadngorconcrolling 7,373 miles of 
railroad. But financial trouble was brewing. 

ln 1890, the mi.lroad purchased the oot· 
standing srocks of the Colo<ado Midland 

Railway Co. and the Frisco through an 

exchange of stock. Other lines were over 

expanded. The company was in debt. 
&nkn.ptcy was delayed, but in 1893, when 

credit wa.< refused. 
the company was 

placed in 

receivership. 

Interest in the 

Colorado 
Midland Railway 

Co. was immedi· 
a<ely sold and on 
Jan. l, 1896, the 
new company 

emerge-d as ll>e 
Atchison, Topeka 
&Santa Fe 

Railway 

6.435 miles of tmclc and other holdings. 
&lwa.:d P. Ripley was eleeted president and 
among hi$ Arst undertakings was to ~II the 
company's share of the Frisco. 

Glory Days of PaA.<eog<r Servi"" 
In 1892, the first run of the California 

Limited was opemted between Chicago 

and Los Angeles, ushering in an en~ of dl$­
cinctive passenger train service. Like Other 
tailroads at the tum of the century, the 
Santa Fe ran a special to generare nation~ 

wide interest in a train's race against time. 

To attnlet a.tteoti.on to i!S passenger, Walter 

"Death Valley Scony'' Scott, the Coyote 
Special operated july 1905, running from 

Company with TNS....F,dndfrixoJojnol{oom .. tl>< JSSO..,;oo.dy..,cln"'~""'*"Colifomlo· 
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wonders o( the 

Grand Canyon 

and Colorado. 

Artisu and writers 

worked in tandem 
to promote 

me rnilroad's 
passenger service 

through new>pa· 
pends. Plush 
passenger car.. 
including sleepers, 

lounge ems and 
dtners. were 
purchased. 
Speeds o( (lll$$<11• 

s.n.. F.~ .... ., ....... .,,_ • .-~.., .... """~ w...,Ufd, -r..,.o;n.: 
man t/fo1rt cttt1lvoo: ~to cl¥ xmic ~of W ~-

ger trains were 

advanced and 

Santa Fe earned 
a reputation of 
being me premieT 

carrier """t o( 

Olicago. 

Lo. Angeles to Chicago in 44 houlli, 51 
minutes a< an average speed of 50.'1 mph, 

helping establish Santa Fe's reputation as 
a fast r..Uroad. 

In 1911, Santa Fe began Operating 

che DeLuxe, weekly exua-f'air ualn service 
betw«n O.icago and Los Angeles, which 

was "II mired ro 60 people. • Santn Fe's rich 

passengeT trllin heriW&" included trains like 
me El Capican. The Grand Conyon, The 

Kansas Cityan, The Olicagoan, 11\e Texas 
Chief, The Scour San Oiegans and me San 

Frittl<.isco Chief. 

While the Santa Fe was not me Hr:st 
r-ailroad co use diesel-electric locomotives, 

it was che first ro use them In all chree types 

of service - passenger, freight and switch· 
ing. Its No.2 diesel was che flm ro c::u-ry 

che symbolic red and silver Warbonnet 

paint scheme, introduced in 1937. 

With the 
development of a high""Y system and 
airline servic~ .. however. passenger uain ser .. 
vice became unprolitable, prompting Santa 

Fe to exit che business entirely in 1971. 

Service, Equipment lnnovar:ioos 

In 1931, Santa Fe wa<thc longcsr 
mil road in me u.s., with LJ.S68 miles of 

traCk. Bur following the Dust Bowl, the 
J">eptPS.•dnn Anti the tl~a.th.r:-ion t..i the 

Pbins, the railroad W'dSiorced to abandon 

lines. During World Was II, scrap from 
branch line 
abandon-
ments was 
given ro aid 

the war e«on. 

become Santa Fe's most Important type 

o( freight traff'oc. In 1985, che oompany 

beg;an doublestaek opemtions and in 1990, 

Santa Fe and J.B. Hunt formed Quantum 
marketing, a P"ltnership c::urying rruck 
traffic by rail 

Santa Fe has been known fa< more than 
jUSt its signawre look. The railroad also 
carried a reputation as a service innovator. 

During the '60s, the COtnP"ny designed 

a multi-level rail car. In 1968 Santa Fe 
introduced a ' land bridge,' attrncting traffic 

away from the Panama Canal by reducing 
tr.lnSit time. In 1978, its Topeka Shops 
built "Fuel Foilers," articula.ted IO·unil 
spine earn for long-distance intennodal 

service. The aniculated Autoveyu was 
introduced in 1992. 

A New Wave of Me~rs 
Considered long-time rivals, the Santa 

Fe and Southern Paei!lc (SP) became allies 
In 1980 whal merger talks between the rwo 

railroads commeru:ed. The discussions were 
in response to rival Union Pacific's Missouri 

J>aci(oc,. Western Pa.:iAc mc'll"r. but Santa 

Fe-SP me'll"' discussions r.,-minated later 

that year. The second Sanrn Fe-SP merger 

arrempr In J 983 was rejeered in 1986 by the 
lotcrsauc Commc.ce Commission (ICC) on 

the grounds ir would be anti-competitive. 

The Santa Fe has created one of the 
l~oest and proudest legacies in the history 
o( American railroading, helplne tn define. 
promote and develop an entire region o( 

me counrry. 

To promote travel in Santa Fe territory, 

depots and ...,,ions ""'"' upgraded. AniSIS 
and architects w.,-e suboidi:ed <O populari"' 
che milroad's herimge, induding Mary 

Colter, who was hired to desigl> depot5. 

The Passenger Depanmenr promoted me 

West to easterners. luring them ro the 

In me 
early 1950$, 

the railroad 

beg;an experi· 

menringwim 

piggyback 
epemtions 

which, 

decades later, 

would 
TN SwpcrOWf, .ahounJ..m in Nt:wMt»oo, ...u Sc.IMt Ft'sprtmitrcfi.a, ~ truin. It$ 
fm-, owl ...l...rlo..,.,.,.,.,},., • ., ......mml;, l9S7. 
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BNSF'S PREDECESSORS 

NORTHERN PACIFIC: 
FIRST NORTHERN TRANSCONTINENTAL 

Etched indellbly In tho history of 

the Non:hem l'acillc - first of the 
nonhcm trnnscontincntals- are the 

names o( visionaries who, long before the 

railroad was built, r«:.<>gnized the vital 

need for a mil line spanning the continent 
from Lake Superior to the Pacific. 

Dr. Samud Bancroft Barlow of 

Massachusens champlotled a northern 
line as early llS 1834. Eleven years later, 
A.o;a Whimey conducted exploratloos 

nearly 1,500 miles up the Misrouri River, 

reruming to urge Congre.'l4i to chaner and 

authorize construccion of a railroad along 
tht northern rO\lte. 

Edwin F. Johnson. an eminent 
engineer, made intensh•c studies in the 

early 1850s and publi.lhed a widely 

circulated book advocating a northern 
rnmsconrinenral line. Jn 1853, after 

considerable debate over competing 

route$. the U.S. Congress voted an 

appropriation for flve separate surveys. 

Commissioned co survey the nord"'em· 
most route \\"as lsaac I. Stevens. an expert· 

enced Anny officer and fl"t governor of 
Washington Territory. His comprehensive, 
two-volume repOn showed the route to 

be a very favor.~ble one, rich in nawr.~l 

resources and potentially of great econom~ 

IC importance to the: growing nation. 
Finally, there was josiah Perham of 

M3S.Sachusctts. who mOOt intensive effom 

to persuade Congress to aurhorhe con~ 

urucrion of the Northern Pacific and Inter 

became the company's flrst president. 

Act Creating NP 
Signed by Lincoln 

The '·I.! ion and 
persistent !abo.. of 
lhtse men bore 

fn1it on July l, 

1864, wben 

President Abraham ~-'-""""' 
Lincoln signed an 

Act of Congress creating the Northern 

Pacific Railroad Company (NP). It would 
have it:s easrem terminus at Lake Superior 

and its wesrem terminus at Puger Sound. 
Much of irs route would follow the trail 
blazed by Lewis a."d Clark on their land­

mark expedition across the unchartered 
West in 1804-06. 

The Act rrovlded for a rlght-of-wal' 
through public lands 200 feet on either 

The impasse wasn't resolved ~,.~nlil 
1870, when Congress authorited the 

Northern Paciflc to Issue bonds to aid In 
construction and tO secure the bonds by a 

tnorrgage on all of hs property and right$ 
of properry, including irs franchise as a 

corpo~tion. Bond~ wece issued and the 

banking house of Jay Cooke and Company 
was >Jppointed to sell the bonds and 
handle the company's finances. 

fm~<J ~ NP '""''""'"" clv MW<>on ((k..,. f><foo< compltdono{Biommd< ""'4-r in 1882. Dwrincclv "'""""' 11119-81. 
~ Otn c#lt /to~ lttn \~.'a): on tnd la.tJ ~s cht Q . 

side of the cmcks, as well as J,:round for sta· 
tion buildings and other railroad facilities. 

Also provided were grants of land which 
could be sold by the company to finance 

consrructlon through dte largely un.st:.nlcd 
and unprod\lc.tive territory. 

But the land was o(!inle or no value 

without the railro.'ld, nor did it serve as 

a nimulus ro the selling of .rock as had 

been hoped. Additionally, rhe Act 

specifically forbid the company ITom 

is.sui.ng bonds or imposing mortgages Ot'\ 

Ia property. As a resuh, the pion~..,, 

incorporators, with all of their enthusiasm 

:lnd energy, were F~lccd with almost iruur .. 

mountable obs.tades in progressmg the 

3mbitiow projcxt. 

Construction Begins in Minnesota 

A fonnal groundbreaklng ceremony 
February 15. 1870, near the present town 

of Carlton, Minn., a few mileo west of 
Duluth, Minn., marked the start of the 

Minnesora Division of the Northern 

Paclflc Rallrood company. Acwal con­

stn•ttlon began in july, with adequate 

Ananeing assu.rcd. 

The first stirrings of activity on the 

west end of the projected transcontinemal 

line cwne at about the same time, the 

initial goal being to link Portland, Ore., 
and Tacoma, Wash. Completionofthe 

~enr between Kalama, Wash., on the 

north bank of the Columbia River, and 
Tacoma came in 1873. Much of the 
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his K01US in h tof'l1 "'fW ~d W pt'()C(Cr 

NQtJ\cm P~JC Utf'\IQfll'l """ ('flnJ'Cf\ICOOfi t'rtll1 n'l 
Ml»llnM T..mw.,. 

material and equipment for this first 

standard-gauge railrood In Washington 
Territory was shipped around Cape Hom 

from the Atlantic seaboard. 

That same year tracks from me East 
reached Bismarck and the Missouri River 

in Dakota Territory. A year earlier the 

fledgling company had leased the Lake 

Superior & Mississippi River Railrood, giv· 
ing ita line between Duluth and St. Paul. 

At this juncture, construction ground 

to an almost complete halt as the Great 
Panic of 1873 brought fdilure to jay 

Cooke and Company and bankruptcy to 

the railroad. Five )'ears would pass before 
new financing could be obtained and 

progress resumed. 

Reorgani-:ation and refinancing under 
the presidency of Frederick Bill in~ 

breathed new life into the company, and 
in 1879 the westward march began anew. 

Tracks r011ched the ea$tem boundary 
of Montana Terrlrory in 1881, and by 

j uly 5 that y011t the rail rood added 
Glendive, Mom., co its route. 

Consrruction up the Yellowstone Valley 

from Glendive proco:<:ded rap•dly during 

1882, with the season's work ending at 
lh,ingston, Mont .. in November. During 

this period the company was fuced with 

acute shQI'tl)ges of both labo< and material. 
The first was resolved by imponing from 

China 15,000 of the required 25,000 
laborers. Because of a domestic s:recl short~ 

age, it w tU necesoary to impon mils, plate$ 

and spikes from France and England. 
Meanwhile, taking advantage of 

trackage completed by the Oregon 
Railroad & Navigation Company between 

Ponland and Wallula, in southeastern 
Washington, the NP mpidly pushed its 

c~tward c;On.$truction from that pOint. 

By me spring of i883, only 300 miles 
remained between the two railheads. 

~layed construction of the Paciflc 
Coost line was tesumed in i883, with a 

Seprember completion of the remaining 
segment between Goble, on the south 

bank of the Columb•a River, and Ponland. 

A la'lle car ferry bridged me river between 
Kalama and Goble. Operations on an 

extension to Seattle began in July 1884. 
It was under the dynamic leadership 

of Henry Villard, who became president 

of the Nonhero Pacific in 1881. that me 
lines from the East and the West were 

finally joined. 
\liUard had enngrated from Germany 

in 1853 at the age of IS, studied law and 
su~uendy 

became a 
distinguished 

jo<n·!UIIist. He 

reponed me 

Lincoln· 

Oooglas debates 
and me Chicago 

convention 

where Lincoln 

was nocninat.ed. 
for presiden~ 

and as a war correspondent he chronicled 
amponam engagements of me Civil War. 

VU!ard's entl)' ln the transportation 

field came on a visit 
r.o Germany, where 

a group of European 

financiers per>t~aded 
him to represent 

them in protecting 
their lnvestmcnts in 

American roilroods. 
He not only served 
his clients well, but tr..., Vdlmd 

soon organized his 
own company? which cvenruall)' led to 
control of the Nonbern Pacific. 

CompletiQn of the Arst of the 

northern mtnseontinenmls wa5 the signal 

for a lavish celebration at Gold Creek, 
Montana Territory, where tracks from 
the East and the West were joined on 

S..'Ptember 8, 1883. 
Arriving by special train were distin .. 

guish<od guests from the United Stares. 

German)', England And rhe Scandinavl•n 

countries. Witnessing rhe ceremon)~ wen 
cabinet offocials: 10 United States senators 

and three fonner senators; 20 congressmen 
and four former congressmen: ntne 
governors of scares a.nd four ex .. governors; 
25 of the nation's top railroad executives: 

judges; ma)'OI'S; and 50 journalists. 

After me oratory, 300 men quickly latd 
the rail and drove the spikes on the hlst 

In Washington 
he coveted the 

polirical front 
for a syndicate 

of newspapers, 

In diu .J()ilttd pcinrinr of rM compl.trion o( cl.t N«rlltm i>QC'ijic 41r GoU C"ttk . MonC~JM 
Temr.ot). /OfTIW't Praatkm UlySJO s. GNIU 1$ ~ mumc Jtco fMu.l lO dnL..: w wcrr.uNcd 
hu.<jl(j<l. 



thousand feet of tr.Kk. The ceremonial 

"last spike"- not gold- was driven by 
former President Ulysses S. Grnm and 

Henry Vlllard. It was the same spike used 

13 years earlier to mark the beginning of 
construction near Carleton1 Minn. 

Joining of the rail$ at Gold Creek 

marked the fint through-route from Lake 
Superior tO the PociAc Coast, but not the 

end of consuucrion. It was $rill neees.sary 
for Nonhcm Pacific trains to run over 

the n>ib of the Oregon Railroad and 

Navigation Company from Wallula to 
Portland. To comply with its chaner 

requirements, the NP had to build aline 
from Wallula to Tacoma. 

Crossing the rugged and heavily 

forested Cascade Mountains took from 
1883 to 1887, and was fraught with 
engineering and construction problems. 
The pioneer line ru;ccnded the steep 

mountain grades on swicchbacks until 
completion of the 1.8-mile Sr:ampede 
Tunnel in 1888. 

Rapid Growth Follows NP Completion 

Leos than seven years after Gold 
Creek, and within three years of the 

Cascad( line completion. the entire tier 
or northwest territories had suffictem 

NP's Monad Represents Good Luck 
The rwo c:Qmma-shaped figures to ancient China. The phii'*'PhY 

which fom> the Nonhero Podflc's "="s1lll .., 
fumed Monad are more d 1J10 a ~~"V 

involved two basic prlndples-

symbol - they represent a I ,000- ~- ~ 'f,:. 
year-old legend. At the i ~ 

the Yang and the Yin, ~'<!presented 
by opposing halves o( th~ 
symbol. Their primitive 
meanings were Light for Yang, Chicago World's Fair of 1893, ~ ~ 

E.H. McHenry, NP's chief engi· ~/L'fl~ 
n~er, visited the Korean e.xhibit and -
was impressed b!· its Oag featuring the 
Monad design. He adopted the symbol to 
be used for NP, and d>en began an historic 
search to leam of itS origin which dates 

population to join the Union. Nonh 

Dakota entered en November 2, 1889: 
South Dakota, which derived much of iu 

popuhttion thrOUQh immigration over the 

Nonhero Pacific, came in the same day. 
Six days later, on November 8, Momana 

achie'ed statehood, followed by 
Woshmgton on November II , Idaho 

joined the ranks July J, 1890. 

The growth and ultimate admission of 
these states into the Union tell a graphic 

srory of rhe pan pla1•ed by Northern 

Pacific in the set~emenr and devdopmenr 
of the NorthweSt. 

Fiscal Crisis Brings Receivership 
In the decad< following completion o( 

~nd Darkness for Yin. 
Phll0$0phically they srood for the 

positive and the negative. Over the 
yean, they have had many different 
Interpretations and, In t lroe, tho Monad 
has come ro represent "good luck.' 

the aonscontinenralline. the NP turned 

1ts energies to consu ucting branch lines 
and expanding i!5 opcratinR and other 

facilities. As the rerritory prospertd, 
so did the railroad. 

Th.: financial crisis which swept the 
country in 189J forced a number of lines 
1m0 receivership, among them the 

Northern Pacific. The receivership ended 
In 1896 when the propeny of rhe milroad 
was sold to a new corporation called the 

Northern Pacific Railway Company. 
Successfully reorganized on a sound finan· 

cial basis and with continuing improve­
ment in business conditions_ the furure 

brightened for the new company. 

Burlington Purchased by NP and GN 

In 1901. the Nonhem Pacific and 

Gtear Nonhero jointly purchased nearly 

all of the outstanding stock of the 
Ch<cago, BurlingtOn & Quincy Railroad, 
providlng the two lines with direc;t access 
to Chicago and the markea of the 

Midwesr and South. 

Shortly afterward. 'the NP and GN 

Joined again in constructing the Spokane, 

Ponland and Seattle Railway, begun m 

1905 and complct<-d in 1909,1tsalmosr 

1,000 miles of main line serving produc· 
dve areas of Washington and Oregon. 

NP TranspOrt Subsidiary Formed 

Narthtm Porif>c'• font """""""'• ""' tJw lafdolloon.,"""-d M'""'""""'· M"' P~ lry s.,.d\ (1 Ponn ... ""'of 
$6.600, tk ll•lon.lJY,.fooc t'l'flmt 14'tU delft<wred tD NP!PI 1870and.kl.w /rolllt.lw 411.t)' utiJJQ)!Umac~aon fflr((• m W 
Minn®UI and \'CI~"lfOO . Substqltc:ndJ lold w o., oompa:n,, ir u-.a diU'Ol~ m rtdttmtnt by NP 4J'Id complct.dy 
rtfo,rl:iJJd.forblllb.t 01 1M Ntw Yorlc:andC1uCGao WmCIJ Fort., m dtt 19JOJ 

In 1932, Northern Pacific formed n 

wholly-owned subsidiary, the Nonhem 
Pacific Tn>n$(>0rt Company (NPT), to 
provide highway &eight and passenger 
service as a motor common carrier and to 
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supplement its mil service. NPT was 
authorl:ed to oper&tc in the sUites of 

W3$hington, Montana, Idaho, Wyoming, 

North Dak<l(ll and Minn~m. 

During World War II and the following 
de<:adt , Northern Pacific carried out a 

major rehabilimtion program, reballtl5ting 
and laying heavier rail on 2,000 miles of 

Unc-s. More than 300 main llne curvc. 

were eliminared or reduced, bridges and 

tunnels replaced, and new shops and 

freight houses built. 
As pan of it> cominuing effon to 

stf<'amline operations and expedite r.he 

movement of traffic. N'P introduced rrain 
radio. continuous welded mil, centralized 
tr.\ffic contro l ~nd many o ther technologi .. 

cal innovarions. The replacement o( lrs 
steam fleet wi1h efficient diesel~elecrric 

locomorives wa. begun in 1938 and 

completed in 1958. 
At Pasco, Wash., the company 

constructed the Arsr modem electronic 

freight clac;sificarion ynrd in 'he Ptleific: 
Nonhwest. Completed in 1955, It 
provided more expeditious handling of the 
increased traffic from the vast Columbia 

Ba~Jin agrieultuml emplre. 

NP insGtlled its flrsr compU[er in 

19;?, heralding a new era of efficiency in 

opemtiON nnd management. The vim! 

need for a speedy, dependable syscem 

to handle the Increasing amount of 
mmsmlned computer data, as well as 
telephone commun1cations1 prompted 
lhe compat\y to begin C:OI'\St:NCtion of a 
microwave system linking St. Paul, Seattle 

and Ponland. 

The inst:Allation between Seattle and 

Portland was completed in 196<\. Five 
years later, [he last microwave mwer 

between Seattle and St. P"ul was erected, 

complering the ' l" tem and ending NP's 
dependence on wire [mnsmission, vulnera­

ble to winds, storms, snow and sleet. 

On Man.h 2, 1970 Nonhem Paclflc 

became pan of Burlington Nonhem Inc., 
created by the merger of the N P; Great 

Nonhem; O>icago, S.trlington & 
Quincy; and Spokane, Porrland and 

Seattle rnilway;. 
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NORTHERN PAC IFIC'S 
LEWIS AND CLARK HERITAGE 

No evenr in hi<tory had a greater impact on western rnllroad construction-and 
particularly that of the Nonhern Pacillc- than the Lewis and Clark Expedition of 

1804-06. 
The formal beginning of what has been d<$Cribed as "OUr oatiorntl epic of 

exploration" wa.• President Thomas Jefferson$ unpubliclztd m...,.ge tO Congress 
on January 18, 1803, requ.,tlng $2,500 "for the purpose of extending the external 
commerce of the United Stares." 

President )effmon, reall:.ing its imponanee to the roung nation, had long wanted 
to explore the route tn the l'nciflc, even belore the l.ouisi!lnl! Purehase. Within a 

month of the Signing with Fmnce 

on july 4, 1803. 29·year·old Caproin 
Merawether Lewis was on his way 

down the Ohio River In a keelboat 
loaded with supplies for the expedt· 
~ Hb co-captain in the "'Corp.; 
of Discovery," William Oark, would 

join him at Louosvillc on October 26. 
The hiltoric journey uuo 

the little-known Missouri River 
country began at St. Louis on May 

6, 1804. The basic mission ofthe 
bond of coumgeous men ltd by 
Lewis and Clark would be to survey 

and describe a route from the 
Rockies to the North Pacific shore -

an overland riglu-of·"'"Y from the Louisiana Purchase to the point ofCapmin Roben 
Gray's Columbia River di:ICOvery. 

No other while men ever had made thts long, hazardous JOurney through the wild 

Upper Missouri. acroos foreboding mountains and then down the great Columbia 
River to [he sea. 

When the Lcwb and Oark party returned in August 1806 to the Dakota country 

near prc.em-day Mandan. where they first wintered in 40·below·zero weather. they 
had been lost to the world for nearly rwo and a half year.<. GenemtioN of Americans 
have since been thriUed nnd Inspired by their adventures and ac:A:omplishmcnu 
during thatpettod. The expedition JOOmals, wtth cMefUIIy detotled notes on botany, 
wildlife. Narive American customs and languages, permanently enriched the nation's 
cultural and scientiftc heritage. 

Nor long alter the expedition's con<:lusion, agitation began for the cONtn!Ction 
o( railroads to serve rhe new territory. Many m rime would lollow ortransect the 
Lewis and Clark route, but most notably the Northern Pacillc. 

From Bismarck. N.D .. the NP rnaln line paralleled the explore,..· emil along the 

Missouri. Yellowstone, Galladn and jefferson rive,.. to Helena. Mom.; then pld:ed 
the trail up again where the lttde bond canoed down the Snake River to i"' conflu· 
enoe with the Columbia, near present·day Pasco. Wa.;h. Many citit:S and towns along 
rhe NP In North DakO<a, Montana and Washington ciOSt'ly identify with episodes in 
the Lewis and Clark journals. 

Meriwether Lewis and William Clark opened an unexplored wlldemess to 
serdement, reinforcing the elnim of their nation to the SO·C<tlled Oregon Country. 
The Non hem Paciflc Railwoy bec:ame the instrument of settlement. 



BNSF'S PREDECESSORS 

COLORADO AND SOUTHERN, AND FORT WORTH & 
DENVER CITY: THE TALE OF TWO ROADS 

l l J'hile the <mpire buildert dreamed of 
VV aanscondnemal railroads connect· 

ing the mQrketS of the East to the growing 

Paciflc Coast, other rail entrepreneurs 
envisioned laying track where civilization 

was jusr caking root. One such vi.sionary, 

John Evans, desired to link by mil the Gulf of 
Mexico and Texas with the Roeky Mountain 

region, an area with aemendous narura1 
resources and unlimittd oppOrtunities. 

Meanwhi.le in Texas. m.en li.ke Colonel 
Warren H. H. Lawrence and Grenville M. 

Dodge saw great opponunity for rail in the 
Sootnwest. They recognized the value of 
connecting their Texa• railroad ro the 
Rockies, a link that would accommodare a 
growing commerce. Thus the stories o( the 

Colorado and Southern and the Fon Worth 
& Denver City began similarly and ended 
wirn tne same final chapter. 

The Gulf-to-Rockies Dreamer 

John Evans WoiS born in 1814 in 
Wayn<sville, Ohio, :ll1d was educated as a 

doctor. After moving ro Chicago in i848, 

he began a 10-year association with the 

Fort Wayne and Chicago Railroad. -His 

efforts as an ad\·ocare o( various civic and 

traruponation projects were recognized 

by narional figures, and In 1862, he was 
appointed territorial governor of Colorado 

by President Abrnbam Lincoln. 
At the time of Evans' appolnrm.ent, 

Colorado was as isolated as the terrirory 
was difficult to ooloni:.e. 1l1e region's 

mountains were forbidding, making it 
difficult to move !O.!pplies and send 
communication. In the 1870.. tbc Rio 
Grande, the Sanu Fe and the Union 

Pociflc CUP) built lines into the rerrita<y. 

Evans belitved an alternate mil outlet 

to eastern markets was a necessity for 
Colorado. His idea WoiS ro build aline to 

the Gulf of MeXIco, 
where steamers 

would connect and 

move traffic co the 

Atlantic seabo:ud. 
Not only would the 

line c:reare effective 
competition with 

itS low mil and 
water rates. it was 

nece55ar)' for the 

economy of the communities, especially 
Denver and Pueblo. 

Evans organiled 3 r;>Utood to run south­
ward from Denver in 1881. Incorporated in 

Color<ldo on Jan. 25. 1881, the Denver and 
New Orleans Railroad (ONO) w.15 Evans' 

first major step for his vision. The DNO 
line was smnegica.lly planned to connect 
with the Texas Central, which would 

provide access to the Gulf of Mexico at 
Galveston, Texas. It would cross the Sanm 

Fear La Junr:a, providing Access to the 
Gulf of California, and connect with the 

Missouri, Kansas and Texas at or near Fon 
Worth, where the rails of the Texas and 
Pacific Railway would lead to New Orleans. 

The new cmerprise would be 
extremely advant1lgeous to Denver, and 
Evans busied himself with financing the 

projecr, hut the connection between the 
Rocky Mountains and Texas had nor yet 

fully erystallized. 

The Texas: Connection 
With its tremendous undeveloped 

resources, Tel<ll$ was full of opportunities. 
ltsfir.t railroad began opera.tion in 1853 

and by 1870. a 700-mile rail network had 
emerged. Consmtetion moved nonhwest 

ftom the Gulf Coast, and by 1873 Fort 
Worth was ju>t 35 miles from the Gulf­
Kansas Ciry main line, to which it "'ould 
be joined with rhe coming of the Texas 
and Padllc. 

In 1880, Fort Worth was a frontier town 

of about 9,000 people, and an octive trad­
ing center and potendal railroad cencer fOf 
the West. A fonn.er Kan53S politician, Col. 
Warren H. H. Lawrence had moved to che 

city in 1868. He, too, was interested in 
railroads, and visualized a Gulf-to-Rockies 

route. lawrence had introduced a bill 
to the Texas legislarure encouraging a 
connection with any Colorado railroad, 

and though the bill was vetoed, Lawrence 
oontinued to pursue his goal. Working 
with ocher leading citizens, he drew up a 
charter for the Fort Worth & Denver City 

Railw-JyCom(Xlnv (FW&.D), which 
became effective May 26, 1873. The 

chaner SPecified that the FW&D would 
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buiiJ onJ orerote • line nt or n<ar Fon 
Worth, w!lft"< 11 ,...,..IJ form • Juncoon 
,.;th the Te.,.-u and Pocllk. and head 
nor1h"'O>Ierly an the dan:cuon o( Oerwtt. 

The lanes conom.c:t ion wasdel3)..d as a 
ne$1Jit oi the "l'unac oi ·n: Grnding began 
in 1881 at HO<Ige, near Fon Wonh, undor 
the guld~nce ot'<.kn. Grenville M. Dodge, 
a civil t'OJ.!1nt'tr who had ht~~h .scver.al major 
lines, n><»tly the Union Padfoc. 

Back in Colomdo. Evans w,>S still 
seeking o ccmnectlon w TeX:M. Somehow 
he hod ovcrlook<.J the FW&D. but his 
anenrion was bmu~ht to cl~ tnodest lt.ne 

in 1881. Dodlle and E''llN nea<Jta:ued an 

agreem<nr that "''"kl have the.,..., roods 
meet at the C.madaan fY,'tt lltJ~>T''tt. 

~and the FW&D rc:mamed cautiOUS 
by noc exremlang rhear hnc without corrnm· 
If that Evan>' rood w-.., foawacially stable, 

even though he believed • Gulf-to-Rockies 
S)'Sh!m was lunx ov<.-rdue. 

Tripping Up the ComJJclition 

In d>e early 1880s, In fnee of OPI""ition 

from the Rio Grande, Santa Fe and UP. 

The ram Color.odo 
and Soothem ~ 
.. ..,. >l)'li!td. scnrc 
lenenng above the 
company name. h ·~ 
bnefly ....U an the early 
1900. and th•n dl!Contanued olt"'!"lhcr. 
Nm umill920""" onothorlogo oclosxed 
ond it was the man: commonly rocognu..d 
circle desi!IJI with 1imple block lett<!$. 
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Ev-.uu bei:an bualJang the DNO oouth from 
Dem-u to ColoooJo $rnngs and Pueblo on 
a r<eonl'igured mute as he cktornuned tho< 
the malmad lud • bonor chance o( survival 
i( [[ .. ~built IntO ~NiShcd dtla. 
But his entetprise <uffcred 1.-. 
and flound<red. In 188 5, the road 

was reorganhed ond emerged as 
the Dcnver, TcXlU and Gulf 
Railn>'ld Com,lllny. 

Ev.u•1 knew that for ha; dream 
to be reah:c..-d, one of 1 he 1afborer, 
C$11lblashed Qilroad• in Colorndo 
would ha\'e ro l<r him move forward 
wath has pL'UU. He u..-d an offer 
&om the San..-. Fe to eruure <he 

""""" ' oih11 molrmJ • ., ,...,IJ"' 
ro get <he oncntaon o( ~· 

In 1880, S.mm Fe~ wath 
Rio Gm"'l< and UP not w buaiJ alone 
nonh or w<'>«>l' l'ucblo for 10 yeaD, a 

resrricrlon Snnta Fe'• W.B. Strong felt 
severely hindored rhe mllwny. In 1884. 
Strong '""' rc:>dy to nhandoo the agreement, 
even to the pol au or purchasing E"ans' 
r.ulro<td. n •• direct on disapproved o( 

The Fcct Wmh 
& Denver Cit'!• tr.lde· 
nwk was \11\USWlan 
the f.lct •ha• " nt'VCI' 

mcludcd the mrlwoy's 
name. Uke the C&S 
logo, at was a carcle daoen and .-1 the 
railroad's moniker, •-n.., Denvor Rood'" 
and dnimed laell ns the "Shortest Route 
oo Colorado and <he Nonhwest." 

Srron2's plan, bm by 1887. the Sanm Fe 
WOUltcd an 1~c:ru m .ttanct mro 

l)en,-u. Strong "'liS dan:cted to eather kry 
E,..,..· mad or butld one. E>'IIN .-1 Sanm 

Fe's offer a> a bargaanang pornr "'th Dodge. 
Rlllov.ing nego<a;uioos, Ev-.ms and Dodge 
finally haJ an agrttment, sagned on 
Feb. IS, 1887. The a(..,...mcnt would close 
<he '181-milelfJp betwe.:n P\l<!blo anJ 
Quonah, the current FW&D milhead. and 
provide for nn Independent OJJC"Uion of 
<he entire Gulf•to-Rockl .. mure. 

Undc., the ll\1 iJ.ance or both E vaau 
and Dodge, a new company w.u designed ­
<he Denva, Tcxa. ond Feet Wonh was 
iocorporated in Colorndo on Aprilll. 1887. 
Th11 oompony cpcnlted a railroad from 

Pudllo to the Texas-New Mexaco border 
and acquored control oiborh rhe l)en,~. 

Texas and Gulf ru>.l the FW&D. On 
Mnrch 14. 1888,the FW&Dphysically 

"''"'"'cted wuh the Dcnver. Texas and 
Fort WMh Rnilrood ( l~tt'f known as the 
Colon~<.lo and So.tthern) m Union Park 
tt<'dr Folsom, N.M. This "Panhandle Rome" 

""'"kl complete the throo!Zh route from 
Denvor ro Texas. 

lnc:orpomtod In Colorado on 
Dec. 17. 1898, the Color.klo and Soothorn 
comprts<d nearly 30 mtlroad ~res. 
cornboned l.D65 males o( troclt and held a 
conaolltng Kock ln<tteK In the FW&D. 
In 1908. borh the C&S and the FW&O 
bocame a porto( the CB&Q S)'S<em 
which later, at th• ur11ing of James). H!U, 
bocamc part of the Burlington Nonhem 
on March 2. 1970. 



BNSF'S PREDECESSORS 

THE SP&S: 
IT BECAME ''THE NORTHWEST'S OWN RAILWAY" 

Geography and a keen vision o( the vast 
potential for commerce along a wtlter­

level route through the rowering Cascade 
Mountain Rang.: combined to create the 
Spolcane., Portland and Seattle Railway 
Company (SP&S)shonlyaher 1900. 

The SP&S wa.< incorporated under the 
genemllaws o( the State o( Washington 
on August 23, 1905, as the Portla.nd and 
Seattle Railway Company, but its heritage 
date> from the early 1880s. 

NP Began North Bank Line in 1881 
The Narthem Pacific Railway Company, 

pursuing a pion to consi'T\Ict a line from 
Paoco, Wash., to Portland, Ore., began 
laying a grade along the north bank o( the 
Co1umblaRiver in 1881 near astation now 
called Maryhill, t 14 miles east of Portland. 
The project was abandoned in 1883 when 
Henry Villard gained control o( the NP 
and an agreement w:u m:tde (or rhe NP 
to reach Portland by operadng over the 

Oregon Railway and Navigation Company 
(OR&N) line along the south bank o( the 
Columbia, thus completing the NP as the 
first northern transcontinental railroad. 

Hill Plans Spokane-Portland link 
Grear Northem'•James J. Hill declared 

at the t 905 Lewis and Clark Exposition in 
Portland that he intended to "help in the 
development ofOnogon" by building a 
railroad from Spokane to Portland. 

By 1905, the ON and NP were well 
established with tmnscontinental lines 
reaching more than halfway across the 
nation from Puger Sound ro Minneapolis 
and Sr. Paul. Under Hill's stimulus, they 
had joined (our years earl itt to purchase 
nearly all the outsomding sr:ock of the 
Chicago, Burli"tlton & Quincy Railroad 
for a direct line to Chicago and the cities 
of the East and tO a growing network o( 

mid-continent lines. 
The West still beckoned, and the 

pott.ntial of a new line into Oregon com· 

manded Hill's inrense interesr. NP rights 
along the Columbia River's north bank 
provided an attractive rour~, and the two 
"Northern Lineo• joined forces. From the 
beginning, the venture was controlled and 
financed jointly by ON and NP, each wirh 
50 percent ownership. This division of 
!merest afforded the 
Independence that 
gained (or the new 

railroad recognition 
as "The Nonhwesr's 
Own Railway." 

On February I. 1908, 
the name of the fledgling 
corporation was formally 
changed ro Spokane, 
Portland and Seaule 
Railway Company, 
through a charter 
8mendment. 

Harriman Dispute 

Settled in 1907 

from the east. Only one tunnel could be 
made through the tOwering monolith at 
the river's edge, and its control held in 
balance the fate o( rhe north bank rouno. 
The courts affirmed the claims of Hill 
and the SP&S, judging that Harrima.n 
had no intention o( actually building and 
operating a north bank line. 

When work began in 
August 1905 on the flrst 
segmem o( the new 

"North Bank Line• 
bccwee.n VanC()Over, 

1'tlr.!: ()rooiW Ritw~CI'I()rqpt, ltW the ¥orardl~rltt U.S. ulltn it l.lW!Uim 
J9JI .-••""',... J}Of«<<k<i>....rJ50f«••.Jt. 

w .. h., and. connection 
with the NP at Pasco, it rriggered the 
acrive opposition of Edward H. Horri.man's 
OR&N and competitive lnreresrs along 
the river's somh bank. The contest for 
supremacy in common territory created 

several intensely dramatic slruarlons. 

SP&.S initiated consauction simultane· 
ously at severa.l locations along the 
Columbia to firmly establish Its rights. 
Riva.l obstructive raetics were frequent 
untll the couns settled a dispute over 
Cape Hom Tunnel, 35 miles east of 
Portland, on 1907. 

Harriman inttrt$tS began tunntHng 
(rom the west, while SP&S crews bored 

Gold Spike Driven March II, 1908 
Cons.uuC[ion of the new line was 

completed in record time. The last rail 
~tween Vancouver and Kennewick, 

Wash., across the river from Pasco, was laid 
February 26, 1908, at Sheridan's poinr, 50 
miles ease of Vancouver. Two weeks later1 

on March I I, an excursion train brought 

scores of dignitaries co the site for the 

ceremonial driving o( a golden spike. 

Commerce moved over segmems of 
the line during consrruction, and by May 
o( 1909 the end~ 375-mile line between 
Marshall, near Spokane, and Portland was 

ln service. 

27 



Oval Trademark Identified SP&S 
The 1\a;t time 1he SP&S 

used a mdemadt was on its 
timemble In 1910. two yean; 
after !he last spike was driven. 
Because the SP&S was .a 
often referred m as "The North 
Bank Road.'' !hat phrase beeame 
fearured in !he logo. Below It wa. the 
railway's official name in an eooilding 

The new line duived as lumber and 

o1hor PaciAc Nonhwut products moved 

to connections with the parent railroads 
at Spokane. Its success spurred expansion 

lhrough acquisition of other lines in 
Washington and Oreg<>n and by construc-­

tion of lines for wholly owned ,;ubsldiaries. 
The Columbia River and Nonhem 

Railway Company line built in 190Z from 
Lyle, on the banks of !he Columbia River, 

nonh 10 Goldendale. Wash., was pur­
chased Ma.rch 30, 1908. Two years later, 
the SP&S purchased the As1oria and 

Columbia River Railroad Company, 

founded in 1895. liS line from Holladay, 
near Astoria, to Goble, Ore., and a branch 

50\lm 10 Fon S1evens, opened a gateway 10 

!he mouth of the Columbia. 
The highly productive Willamene 

Va !ley south of Ponland and iiS access 10 

limber in the Ranking Cascade and Coast 

mounlllin rat~ges commanded Hill's 

concinutng imerest in penetracin.g Oregon 
more deeply. 

In February 1910, he pureha..ed practi· 
cally all the Slock of the Oregon Electric 
Railway Company (OE), which had been 

fonned in 1906 to consrrucr or acquire 
lines soulh <hrough Salem to Roseburg, 
Ore. The United Railways Company, 
fom1ed in 1906 as an interurban elecrric 

serving pans of Portland and eXIending 
west_ into the Tualatin River Valley, was 
similarly a<:quired by Hill. 

Hill Eyes Deschutes Canyon Roule 

A line contemplated by others, who in 

1909 formed the Oregon Trunk Railway 
(OT) and established claims to a righ1 of 

way along che Deschu1es River Canyon in 
central Oregon, was seen by Hill as o 
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band, and above wa. another 
well-known phrnse -
Columbia River Scenk 
Route. E\'entually, the 
descriptive ph.mes were 
eliminated &om the mdo-

marlc and che compan)"s 
name became !he sole element 

highlighted in the ovaL 

choice route east of the Cascades 1ha1 pos· 

sibly could be ex1ended ooulh all !he way 
into California. This line was linked wllh 
the SP&S by bndging the Columbia River 
between the mouth of the Deschutes River 

and Wishram (then known as Fallbridge) 

on the SP&S main line in Washington. 
Hill made cash advances to che OT for 

construction on june 4, 1910, and on mal 

same date, for him,;elf and for Grca1 

Norrhem offered half interest In 1he 
Oregon Trunk, Oreg<>n Electric and 

United Railways to Northern Pacifk, with 

the undersmnding thatlhesellnes and 
chelr extensions become propeny of the 

SP&S. NP accepted the offer on june 6. 
and an exciting new ehapter in Pacific 

Nonhwes1 railroad history began ro unfold. 
Harriman's mt.erest m the Deschutes 

River route into central Oregon paralleled 

tha1 ofHill. TheOTand Harriman's 
DeschUies Railroad cho;e opposite banks 
of !he Deschutes Canyoo and raced to 

reach control poims ro the south. Rival 
crews intennlrtemly and. sometimes vio-­

lently. obstruclcd the progress of the other. 
The "War of rhe Gorges" t.nally was 

settled by a federal ruling 
known as "'The Canyon Act." 

and on September 30, 1911, 
rhe rwo companies reached 
a compromise by completing 
a single line from Metolius 
10 Bend, Ore .. !he OT's 

southtm terminus. 

ln December 1921 United 

Rail"'al"- by 1hen a subsidiary 
of the SP&S, acquired the 

Ponland, Astoria and P•eiRc 
Railroad Company and 

Nehalem Boom Company, 

bolh owned by !he Oregon-Amerie:>n 

Lumber Company. The Gales Creek aod 

Wilson River R•ilroad Company, founded 

in 1917 10 build lines west of Portland from 
Wilkesboro to Ttllamook on the Oreg<>n 

coost, was pun:Mscd by land development 

subsidiaries of the NP and GN in january 
l92Z &n !he imcrest of the SP&S. 

These added mil lines linked with the 

Oregon Eleclric. and the SP&S line m 
As1oria, Ore., expanding rail traffic po!en­
tial from !he points w.>SI of Ponland. 

Nehalem Boom Company, in add ilion to 

lumber- and loggi.ng·related operations, 
held railroad rights along the Columbia and 
Willameue Rivers nonhwes1 to Ponland. 

The SP&S also served as an imcrmedi· 

3f)' for its parent co1npnnies in real esnue 

and st~amship ventures. 

Ru1h Trust Company, founded In 1908 
by incorporators of United Railwal~• later 
was placed m SP&S control. hs name was 
changed In 1913 to Ruch Realry Company. 

Great Nonhem Pacific Steamship 

Company was formed by ON and NP 

September 30. 1914. roacquireandopernte 
ships, rugs, other water craft and attendant 

marlne service facilities. h:s primary purpo6e 

was to provide a fast passenge-r service to 

California in competition with the 

Southern Pacific, the immediate incentive 

being the opening of !he Panama-Pacific 
ln1emational Exposition in San Francisco 

in 1915. 

The SP&S wa.< issued all outslanding 
shares in the Slcamship company, and con­
trocts were let for the construction in 
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Philadelphia of two luxury v.,...ls. the 

"Oreat Nonhem" and "Northern Pacific," 
at a cO<t of $4,463,500. 

These two £astt$l ships under the 
American Rag began service in March 191; 

on a 27-hour schedule between Flavel 
(A.toria) on the Columbia River and S..n 

Fmnci.!co, making six round trips monthly. 
World Wos I brought an end to this 

venture when the "Orear Northern" and 
"Northern Pacific" were "drafted" by 

the U.S. N•vy •nd outfitted for trans· 

AtiMtic troop service, where they 

performed with distinction. 
On their own competitive lines. the 

parent companies set a pace of industrial 
development, fre1ght and passenger service 

rhac was marched by rh-elr vigorous 
offspring. The SP&S emerged with a style 

of im own that capitali:ed upon the 
compc:ttt1veness of its parents. A new 

service by one that involved the SP&S 
was quickly motched by the other. 

The SP&S attracted hundreds of 

1najor industrial plants to locations along 
ir~< lin~ l)ncl rhn.Y; o( i~ .!>tthsicli::niP$. ~M 

in the days before private automobiles, the 

company boasted the services of as mony 

as 50 daily paSS<:nger trains. 

Construction of hydro-electric dams 
on the Columbia River in the 1930sand 

1950s brought. new surges of industrial 

development. These also forced reloca· 
tlon of the SP&S main line along the 

north bank. New rail, laid in an era of 
mQre advanced milroad technology, won 
acclaim for the SP&S for one of rhe flnest 
stretches o( track in the nation. 

The SP&S had lm own pr1!$ldent$ from 

1907 through 1932, after which presidents 
o( the pa-rent companies alternated as 
chief execudve officers. with management 

and operating responsibilities delegated to 

a vice president and general manager. 
From 1932 to 1940, the SP&S was 

Openlt(..-d as a division of th~ parent 

companies under a supe:rin[.endent 
headquartered at Portland who was 

responsible to general managers of the 

parent companie.s at Seattle. 

RIVERS SHAPED THE DESTINY OF THE SP&S 
Great rivers of the West were u major influence m railroocl 

location, and nowhere is this more 8pi)Qtentand signifiCaDt than 
with the Spokane, Pon!Md and Seattle Railway (SP&S). 

River.; hove been natural arteries of travel and oommel« 
throughout human history, but in the mountainous West their 

deep gorges and occasional Rood plains also offered the most 
suitable grades for railroads. 

The SP&S hugs the north bank of the 
scenk Columbia and Snake Riven; for 290 ci 
the 380 miles between Portland and Spokane. 
West ci the mountains. waterf.tlls cascade down 
from towering peale! cnpped with •now and iu.<h 
with forest greenery. To the <ast the sc..ne 

quickly changes In just a few miles to the Stark 
beauty of almO<t barren foothills, deprived ci 
rains trapped on the other side of the migh<y 

Cascade Range. 

The Deschutes River LS a thundering mountain sueam with 

precipitOU< drops on im way ro the Columbia. Still, Its canyon yields 

the easiest grade. east rJ d>e Cascades inm Cen1rnl Oregon for the 
Oregon Trunk Railway, an SP&S !Ubsidiary line reaching 151 miles 

sooth to Bend. 
The Oregon Electric Railway llno, west of tho Cascades, is 

nestled in the bto<ld flood plains of the 

Tualatin and Willamette River Valleys, a 
gentle grade for almost aU of the 140 miles 

from Ponland ro Eugene. 
These natural conidors were economical .. 

ly attmctivo LO the founders and builders 
of the SP&S and im pmlecessoB. Les. 
moclv~ power was required ro ope:ra[e 
heavily laden f.reight t<ains, and their shores 
were natural seulemenr.s for a growing 

population. Through the years, extensive 
urilizadtm c,')( wa[c:r reS()u~ for power 

and irrigation brought flourishing 

From Portlaod, west to Astoria .,d the 
Coast, theSP&S line ski,. 1he ddewatm of tht 

lower Columbia's south bank, an easy 100--mile 

coune throu!lh the Coast Mountain Range. 
ho SI'BS """'"""'~w~!W<&o 
1909""" S.... Rod<. 

lndusaial and agricultural development 
to the railway. 
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GENEALOGY OF THE BURUNGTON NORTHERN AND SANTA FE RAILWAY COMPANY 

ATCHISON, 
TOPEKA A 
SANTA FE 

(SANTA FE) 

AIBIOII& SOUTHEAmRH 

-·~ -·tii.IH ARMHSAS 'oiii.IEI 
AlWIIlC & PlloCIIC 
IW!TOH COUIIIY & SAHlAII: 
BUffALO I<Of!lliWESTERH 
CAI.JFOfiHIA. -ISAHlAII: 
CAI.JRlfl!M EAST!JIIi 

~·­c:.IURlfiM SOUTH!JIIi 
CN€11111 
CltCAClO & ~!Mil --·­CitCAOO.I'OQN&SQI11MSTIM 
CltCAOO.SNRAII:&~ 
CUH!OHI-'IItS!Uii 
OOlCRAOO-
COIOtO. SoiN So18A 6 WHO \IILUY 
COiiONA 6 SAHlA II: 
DEJMJllltOIGW 
DEJMJliW<SAS&GW 
OEIMR&SoiNIA R 
OEIMRUNIOH TtRMitloll. 
EAS1£RH RAil. WAY Of HEW MEXICO 
El.OOfiAOO 6 SoiNIA f£ 
EIJOWU 6 SAH'IA f£ 

BURUNGTOH 
NORTHERN 
(OREGON-

WASHINGTON) 
INC. 

CHICAGO, BURUNGTOH 
A QUINCY 

RAILROAD COMPANY 

otCAOO, I<AHSAS CITY & lOAS 
1<AHSAS Cf1Y & AIINITlC 
IW<S.IS Cf1Y'-CXlNNECTI«; 
OloWIA..IW<S.IS Cf1Y & EASTIIIN 
QU!HC!. MISSOURI & MCifiC 

ST. (1.111, MAOISQft 6 ST. LOUIS 11111 

I 

COlORADO 
A SOUTHERN 

RAILWAY COMPANY --- CENTTW. 6 IWliAC 
OEIMR & NEWOIUAHS 
llEIMR.lLID'Il.l.£ & GlH<ISOH 
OEIMR, MAASIW.I. & EIOUUliR 
OEIMR. SOU!l1- &I'IIICIFIC 
OEIMR.IOAS & FT. WORTH 
OEIMR, lOAS & GIJII 
UIIOIII'IIOFIC, OOMR 6 GUll 

FORT WORTH 
AND DENVER 

RAILWAY 
COMPANY 

FT.~ & OEIMR Cf1Y 

MilA. MHOMLE' au-.s -­o\IOISOH&-

IWW.SCIIY, ST J05EJ'H& IUlJNG11lH 
IWW.S CITY, ST • .IOS!I'H & COUNCI. 8UIO'S 
IClOU<&~IERH 

IClOU<& ST. IN.l -IXTUISIQft 
!lUlCK Hll.5 & FT. PERAE 
--.ul & -\IIlLEY 
IIIIOW!MUL RlRI KEAANEY & PIICR: 

IClOU<&YI~STERH 

--cm•~ L.E(IH, Ml.- & SOUllMES1tRH 
LEWISTOH 
l.INCOIM 6 HOI!llffl£51ERH 
lOW[U. 6SOUTltEII< 
MIOIMDI'IICIIIC 

A.om«:E. a DOIWlO & w.\IHIT \IILUY 
RlRI~ & AIOOIW<DE 

NEW MEXIOO & SOUM:RH PM:IfiC 
HORTI<WES1tRN PlloCIIC 
OAI<IANO&EASTSIOE 
Cllii.AICIMI CENTRAL 

IUlJNGTON & ClllOIWlO 
IUlJNGTOH & MISSOIR RMR 
IUlJNGTOH & HOR1lM!:ST£RII 
BUf\UNGTOH & SOUTI<WESTERH 
BUf\UNGTOH & W£STERH 
CI.RTKIGt & BURliNGTON 
COil1W.IIUTAA\' rucT 
CIWIITOH, OES MOiiES & SOU!l1ERH 
CHEY£l<NE & BORIJNGTOH 

MISSISSIPI'I \IILUY & W[STERH 
MISSOURI 61lUNOIS BAIOGE liEU 
MISSOURI. IOWA & NEBAASAA 
MISSOURI VAU£Y 

ffiESN() IHT!IUlBoiH 
GOLOOI em & SOUTH I'I.Am 
GIWI)CNM)N 

GUll. 8LII.OIOHT & GAfAT HOII!HVIH 
GUll, I!£AIMli<T &I\II<SASCITY 
GUll, OOlCRAOO & SNRAR: 
HE.OtDTQft & SA.'<TA R -·-liJQS NQimOH 

.IASPEII&EoiSTVIM 
I<AHSASaiY.-·­
I<AHSAS em. MEXICO & ORIIlll 
I<AHSAS an', 1'lii'IIIA & -
I<AHSASSOUTH'IItSTUii 
~. HOI!IHEIIN & SOUTHERN 
~&TCI'IXA 

lOS AHWES & SNI GASRiEliWLEY 
MANH.IIIAH, ALMA & BORUNGAME 
HEW MEXIOOUR1ZOH.I 
HEWMEXIOOCEHTRAI. 
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Cllii.AICIMI em ·IliA • ATOICA 
PANHNCIU & SNnA R 
FaXlS &HOR11DI'ITDAS 
FEOOSRMR 
m:os W!£Y' IIOR1MEASTERH 
IU!l.OIHOH 
110 GR.\'IlE.IODICO&AIOIIC 
IIOCICY ICUI1MI & SNRAR 
Sl. LOUIS, IW<$\S 'SCIIIltW£$TiliN 
Sl. LOUIS &SoiN RWOSCO 
SoUil. & SNnA I( 
Solh'TA It, I'IIESCOlT & l'l«llOX 
SNnA 1t. RATON & au -.s 
$NITA 11:. RATOH & EAS1£RH 
SOUIK PUIHS &· SoiNIAR 
IOAS&GIJII 
lOAS,- \iiUEI & HOI!IHW[ST!JIIj 
IOI.EDO, PEORIA & WESTERN 
Y!JIOE \IILUY 
WICIITA & W[5T[RH 

-·-- & IOWA CHICAOO & IIOCI(IMJ! 

otCAOO. 8UfU<GTOH&IWISASCI1Y 
CIICAGO, 8l.II.NiJON & tomtERN 
CICAOO.FT -&au-.s 
otCAOO, GAmM.l£ & SOUiltfJIH 

--·IW$5 Q-.DA.alW!lESPRI<GS&S.W. 
COUNCI. 8UIO'S & ST. JOSI>I< 

~-au MOIHES & IW<S.ISCIIY 
au MOIHES & ICHOXYl.I.E 
au MOINES. 06CEOI-'& SOUTltEII< 
lliXOH AHO QUHCY 
DIXOH. PEOIIIA & HAHNI6AI. 
FT. MAOISOH & NOR1lfiiESTERH 
IUI.TOH 00\-'ffi' EXT£NSIOH 
IUI.TOH ooo.ti1V IWifi(IN (W)GI: 

GIWil ISlAND & ll!li!MRN wroMING 
IWN8Al & ST. JOSI>I< 
HASTIOGS & 1110CA 
HUMESTON & SI9WilOAH 
IU.IIOISGIWCI-
10011& ST. LOUIS 
IOWASOUTltEII< 
.IAQCSCIMU.U ST. LOUIS 
.loiCI<SCIMU.E, I.CUSYl1E 6 Sl. LOUIS 

~· SOU1lGS1!:IIH JCU£l, AOCI<Rllll&NOAI!OH 
II.IHSAS Cf1Y &CAIOOH IW$5 Cf1Y &OI.W<A 

MOWOH "ALliiA --·-- CIIY, Sllli<EY I N.E. 
-\IIII.EY 
NOAI!OHCIIOS$ 
OGU & CAAAOU.CilUNTT 
OOIAII< ' HOI!IH lfi.A1T[ 
CIOWttl&~ 

OAIOH&~ 
~ DSI\{Q(I"Rll AMR\IIII.EY -·--·--· OQIIA\'olCA lfi.AIT[ 00\-'ffi' 
QUINCY, AIJOH & ST. lOUIS 
QUINCY " CI.RTKIGt 
QUINCY 6 CtiCAGO 
QUINCY61111MYRA 
QUINCY&W/IRSIIII 
QUINCY, OMNiA & IW$5 CITY 
11£11 0011 & AI\NmC 
II£I'IJtllJCAH I\IU.EY 

II£I'IJtllJCAH \IILUY ' IWiSAS ---IIOCI(ISIJ,'CJ & Sl. LOUIS 
ST • .IOS!I'H & COUNCI.IIWifS 
ST • .IOS!I'H&au-.s 
ST. LOUIS, AUOH " IIOCI( ISlNC) 

ST. LOUIS,IClOU<&~ 
$1. LOUIS,IIOCI( l!lNC) 60ICAGO 
WESTERH IOWA 



GREAT 
NORTHERN 

RAILWAY 
COMPANY 

~~ IEDMCU<WN 
CUlUTl<&-G 
OUI.lllli. MISSISSA'I AIV!JI 

l NCIA1l1£AH 
OWIIH.~&V~Ult~N 
OUI.ll1li. WAJU!T<l'i\1'1 & I'OCIAC 
EASTalt< MINNESOTA 
f-&SOOTH£RII --·­AAST DMSIOII ST. AU & POCIAC 
GllfAT FAI.LS 6 ~ 
I\OOTeWWUY 
11oM[ Slftllal~ 

-· NORTlfW£S10IH MINNEAPOOS 6 ST. CI.OOO 
MIHN'OUSUNIOII 
-WI:STtRH 
I.WiNESOTA 6 POCIAC 
t.IOHIANAC9111W. 
t.IOHIANA W£STVIN 
IIOORI£AO& &IIHSW.l( 

IORASI<A& WES1'flll< 
HEl.SON & n , S:H£Pt.RO 
w;NMSTW<ST'ER & SOU1HERN 
NOIII>MUT'EJij(X)Ol 

lED IGIITMI 
11£0 RIV!R & W<£ Of THE WOOOS 

Ill) RIV!R' """'* II(J)AIY!R\W.IIY 
ST. CI.OOO 6 11oM[ 1MtRSl 
ST. CI.OOO, MANKATO & AUSTlN 
ST. AU & I'>ICiflC 
ST.JWA.--.s 

& MA'IIT08A 
SEATTlf & MONTANA 
SEATTlf & HOI!THERN 
SIOUXCTTY &NCIA1l1£AH 
SIOUX em. 010.1. & WES1'flll< 
SIOUX CTTY, W<I<ION 

6 SOUTIMtST 
SOUTHIWIOTACO<TliAl 
SPQIW€ & EASTalH 
SI'OIW<E 6 INI.NCl 
SPOKANE & INlAND~ 
5fOIWO(. CC)(I.A I)' .ow<£ 

&POUIUSl 
SPOKANE FAU.S & NORlliERN 
IW'IIXIUV!ll. W:TCiliA & EASTERN 
\IICTOiliA lVIMNoll R'l , _ _, 
I'ICTOR\.\, 'II(S~TtR 

& YUIIDN R'l 
WATtRTl)W!j & SIOUX F<oU$ 
WESTEIII.......r'SOTA 
ww.v.R & SIOUX F<oU$ 

NORTHERN PACIFIC 
RAILWAY COMPANY 

BIG fllRI< 6 ~ fM.LS 
BIUJNGS & a:NilW. MOf([ANA 
COEI.A O'ALENE 
DIUMJN)6I'III.I.I'SIIUI 
OWIIH.QIOOI<STON&NOITTltERN 
fAAGO & SOUTH v.tSTERN 
GIIW< AMR & NORTHERN 
ll(l[NI.& JEIRRSON COUNTY -·-HELENA & REO MOIJHIIoiH 
HEL!IIA. 80ULOEII WUY & BUTTE 
JN.«SAIYERWUY 
~6-
1/oM[ SlJ'!IIIlll&­
urn.£ FAI.LS &IW<OTA 

-' III!ERNAI'IOtl' 
_.A_ 
MISSOllA l B1TTtR ROOT IOUf'l 
MONIN<.IL'<ION 
MONTE CRISTO 
IOAASKA&W<£~ 
NOII1MERN- CAS(AD[ 
NORlliERN PACIAC 

& PUGET SOUNO SHORE ---&!UCKHII.S 
NORTH PACinC. t.AMOURC 6 MO. RMR 
NCIRili-6 WUY 
CIOW'IA&CHOWJS WUY 
OI.VIof'loi&IDIINO 
OREGON & WASHINGTON TERRITOR'I 

POiniMO. 'lloNCOIJVtR.­
PIJGET S0UN1> 6 GRAYS­
PIJGET SQIH) Sl«lRE 
-.wP BRANCH RY 
ROCJ<'fiiOUNTMI 
ST PMJ. l OUU/Ili 
ST.PMJ.6I«lRT!!Oii'OCIAC 
ST. PloiJL & STJU.V.~TER 
SANt!OAA. COOI'ERSTOVof< 

&1\JIIIUMOUNtMI 

SEAT11.E ' IIITUfiWlONAI. 
SEAT11.E. IAI<£ SliORE 6 EASTERN 
SPOKANE & IONlO 
SI'OIW<(lNOU& 
STI1WAJER 6 ST. PMJ. 
TACOMA. OlYMPIA & CHEHAUS IOUf'l 
TACOMA. ORTING & SOUTH EASTERN 
UtfTE[)FW.JIOoiDSOf-<JH 

- &I'IRE1061101i RMII 
WASHINGTON & COIJUI,IIliA RMJi 
WASI<JNGTON & OREGON 
'MSIINGTONRY&IIIMGAilCHw.FN<Y 
lltST'EAN Of ......,;orA 
-&FOQRCCOAST 

PACIFIC 
COAST 

RAILROAD 
COMPANY 

ST. LOUIS­
SAN FRANCISCO 

RAILWAY 
COMPANY 

SPOKANE, 
PORTLAHO 

AND SEATTLE 
RAILWAY 

COMPANY 

CIOUMIIA & PIJGET SOUNI> 
SEATTLE & WAW WAW 
SAN WIS OI!ISI'O & SANTA 
-WUY 

QUANAH, ACME 
A PACIFIC 
RAILWAY 

COMPANY 

-. T'II<HfSSEE 6 _,_ 
NfiW<SAS & CHOCT.W 
ARKA.•SAS & Ol<l.'oHOMA 
NJM.'<SAS VAll(Y & WESTERN 
IJIAHlltli'OCIAC 
II9ITllTM.I.E 
8LACKW!ll, £Ni0 & SOUTIMSTERN 
8l.ICI<\>UL ENIO & TEXAS 
anuRCOUNTY 
CAAf'IIEU & ST. AWCIS WUY 
eN£ GIIWfll[AIJ 
eN£ GIIWfll[AIJ & STATt 1M 
CN!GJIWIIlEAU. BlOOMFJEU)&SOUTH 
CN'fGJIWIIlEAU~ 
CI!YS'IAI. 
CRYSTAL em 
QJAR91TRMR 

DEO<ERYIU.()S(BU&­
FII'1UTMl.E & urn.£ ROell 
FT. soon. SOUTHEASTERN & MEMPHIS 
n. $lol1l< & SOOTH£RII 
R. $lol11<&_._ _ _, 
GIJHfftJJ) & NORlliERN 
GUlf. fi.Of!IOA & N.NWAA 
HOUCI<'S IISSCliJRI 6 NII!.ONSAS 
IAONIICUIWNlHIIDoA 
JO!<ESJIOIIO. W<£ CTTY 6 EASTERN 
JOPLt< 
IW$5 6 MiSSOIR 
KAHSASem6SOUTHEASTalH 
IIANSAS em' SOUT1iERN 
KANSAS em & SOU!Hv.tST'ERN 
-em. OJHION • sPRINGfBD 
~W<SASem. n. soon &GUlf 
~W<SASem. FT. soon& -.s 
IIANSASClTY. FT. scon & SPfliNGRELO 
11ANSASCITY.~l­
IUN$ASCTTY. MDI'It$6 lOll£ --urn.£ ROCK & TEXAS 
MD.I'IIS6ST. t.OUIS --·Al\NmC loiEM'IIS. CART!Wll:&~ 

IIOAIS,IIOU\'SI'RHG$6 lolllllE 
loiEM'IIS. HOlLY SPRINGS & SOMA 
,.EMPHIS. HOlLY SPRINGS. Ol«ll..NA & SElMA 
MEMPHIS.IIANSAS & COl.OAAOO --·­MIAMIIeOAI.BEIJ 
MISSOURI & v.tST'ERN 
MISSOURI AMR. n. soon & OIJlf 
.a;sctf.sti)M.S. ~ &· f9CS,•CQ• 

HMTHEAST-
OMIOMA CITY & TEXAS 
C)MlNIOIMCITY & v.tSTtRN 
OINIK&CIDOIIfi comiAl 
FOaRC Of loiiSSOURI 
l'lllMER UNES IN MISSOUII 6 ARIIANSAS 
I'ORIS & Gll£/oT NOitllllliN 

l'lm8lJIIG' cowueus 
PUAS.1N1 H11 & OESOTO 
REI> RIV!R. TEXAS & SOUTHERN 
Rl(ll Hill 
ST UlO.IS 6 GUlf 
ST. UlO.IS & MDI'ItS 
ST. UlO.IS, eN£ GIRAAI)(AU & FT. $lol1l< 

ST. UliJIS. c;AAIITitERSVIU & MEMPHIS 
ST lOUIS. I<EJKIT & SOUTHEASTalH 
STUUS.I<DI'ETTlSOUTIDN 
ST. LOUIS, MEMI'tflS & SOIIIHEASTERN 
ST. lOUIS. SALEM & urn.£ ROCK 
ST.lOUIS. SAN fRA.'CSOO 6 WYICIRIVHS 
ST. lOUIS. SAN 1114'iCISCO & TEXAS 
ST. lOUIS. WICtfTA & W£STVIN 
SAPUlPA & OIL REI.O --·-- CRf.l)(. JCI'I.If 
SOUTHERN MISSOURI 6 ARIIANSAS 
SOUTH PACIFIC 
SOUTIM'£ST POCIAC 

~·~ SPRIMGAEI.O & SOUTHERN 
SPAINGIItlO & WESTERN t.USSOOll 
SPRINGiitLO CONNEC11HG 
SW'IUI!fAINGS 
-NORlliERN 
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Bulk Rate 
U.S. Pastage 

PAID 




